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lr BI on BayTis 1 no Infants, | 
* a fome ill inſtructed . 
pls 2 has, doubtleſs, been the chief 
occafion of its being treated 
wink ſuch av eb 18 
When we hear Auſtin, Fulpentius, Greg, 
und many others of great name, amongft 2 
thoſe called the boly farbers, with folemnity 
enn That Infants can have"no , 
<« vation, if they dis without Baptiſm.” — That, 
. dg moſh bold for certain and\undonbred Mur 
* they are ignis eterni ſempiterno ſupplicio 
e puniendi to be tormented with the ever lnſting 
n pumſbmend of eternal fire,” —** And, intermi- 
nabilia gehennw fuſtinere fepplicia, ubi dia- 
Gs 2 Wat they ſuffer the endleſs tor- 
« ments of bell, where the devil with bit angels 
A 2 * are 


* - 


able oppoſitiom by others. 7 


E A E. 


* are 97 burn for evermore. Lg 70 A 
© the UNBAPTISED INFANT cannot go into 
10 the kingdom of beaven, ' you muſt acknowledge 
« be will be in everlaſting fire.” Finally, “. 
1 J fants bave not bad the facrament of Jalva- 
* tion (i. e. Baptiſm) for their aelverance from 
1 original /in, they paſs into perpetual torments.” 
—When we hear, I fay, this ceremony of 
* baptiſmal-water exalted into an affair of ſach 
3 infinite importance, the mind is naturally 
Y ſhocked : it riſes with indignation againſt the 
monſtrous abſurdity and even impiety of ſuch 
| tenets; and (which is but too common to hu- 
man nature) the tranſports' of zeal hurry it 
into the oppoſite extreme? to depreciate” and 
run down, a rite ſo unduely magnified: and, 
whilſt pulling it from the high rank it had 
.* uſurped in religion, to caſt it quite out; and 
do allow it no w/e nor place in it at all. 
4 The middle-way betwixt theſe two extremes; 
* * chat which is here choſen. It can with no 
* Treaſon be, imagined, that a Gop of infinite 
"© * ee „ mercy, who laterh nothing that he hath made, 
LR 2 permit the Saving, or the wanting, the 


| . "es eremony of ba r to determine 
. and irrevocably the everlaſting ſtate of 
=. dying Infant: or, that for the neglect of 


is ceremonial waſhing, (which yet the In- 
3.8 could in no wiſe help) it ſhall be doomed: 
to everlaſting torments amongſt devils and 
'- apoſtate Pr This be far from the n 
= | Joern! | | | 
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The Baptiſm that ſaves (a) (or, that at all _— 
any, whether Infant or. adult) is not 1 
the external waſhing, but the anſwer of a.good — = 
conſcience ; or the pious and devout ſentiments 1 
with which that ceremony is performed. In 


perſons adult; the religious and ſincere affec- 


tions with which they conſecrate themſelves to {| j 
Gop: and in Tyfants; the unfeigned piety; „ 
the gratitude and the faith, with which their "2 +16 
parents devote them to him. The meer cere- = 


mony of applying water is n of 
little moment. 
But, that the Baptiſm of Infants is a — 
ordained of Gop, and a rite of great advantage 
and uſe in Religion, the following treatiſe, it 
is hoped, will ſhow. In which it is conſider- 
ed, rather as a ſtanding toben, than as a proper 
infrument or mean, of Gop's-tmercy and grace 
to us; a perpetual memorial inſtituted in ih 
church, ſignifying to believers Gop's readineſs 
to pour down his fþir:i# upon them, and hit. 
bleſſing upon their offspring; not properly #'* 
canal (as ſome affe& to talk) by which, theſe 
are conveyed to us. | * 17 
The argument from antiquity or ole * | 
tradition, has not, perhaps, been oſtet⸗ pte · - i 
ſented to the public, in ſo contracted and clear _ 
a light as its importance deſerves, It is, prin«, 
cipally for the "ſake of this; and to repreſent 
the moral purpoſes of lofant-Baptiſm, that the 


enſuing tract appears. 
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(a) 1 Pet. ill. 21. 
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WW FREAFAOCE 
11 ſenti ments om the furure ſtate of Ming 

Luafunes, man here be thoughu by fome;, too 

freely erpreffad; they may, —it is hoped, bo 


admised as conjetiunes at leaſt, upon an inte- 
teſting ſubject; upon 


which: however the Bap- 

tiſm of Infants: bas no eſſential dependaace, _ 
that reſting fecarely upon other conſiderations, 

— — theſe 8 
The authon delights. not in controverſie, non 
intends to engage in any, on the ſubject of 
theſe papers; having ſeldom ſeen good avifing 
from altercations of this kind. But the lighs 
in which the argument is here ſet having been 
approved by-ſeverak. to who jndgment he 
ewes defference, it is here: preſented) to 
ick view; As fa as it ſpeaks truth, may 


the Gop of truth ſucceed it! To his ſavour 4 
| 6 i is commended: ; — ancntine 2 * * 
of the per * lncere. 
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F „ %%%%«ͤö . ũ 


THE 


AE. INTRO DUCT) ON, Being 
general View f ibe ſeugral D eien, f 
Religion with Reſpeft to Infants. pag. 1, 


ARGU MENT J. Aw W 


ARG UM ENT 1. From ihe Abrahamic 
Covenant 0 


15 g. 17. 
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Mat. xxvili. 19. 10 


10 pag. 20. 
ARGUMENT IV. Euidem and nut Lon- 
ſequences from eras other 775 es of Scripture. 
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EIT 
INTRODUCTION. 
A general view of the ſeveral Apen 


ſatims of religion with reſpef to 


I ROM the exacteſt obſervations, 
it appears, that of thoſe who 
are born into the world, ſcarce - 
a third part attain to the age 
even of one year. Thouſands of 
'InranTs every day languiſh 
under grievous diſtempers; are 
tortured, convulſed, and in piteous agonies give 
up the ghoſt. —This, at firſt, ſeems a very range 
diſpenſation ; hardly reconcileable with the wif- 
dom and juſtice, much leſs with the goodneſs and 
mercy'of Gop. It is ſcarce poſſible not to aſk— 
how comes it to paſs, that millions of harmleſs. 
babes, in whoſe frame is diſplayed: ſuch infinite 
{kill ; who are formed with capacities of ſuch exalt- 
ed attainments, both intellectual and moral; with 
capacities of an happineſs ever-growing, and ever- 
laſting, in the n imitation, and enjoy- 
| ment 
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it can never be ſuppole 


| Lf any bout 2 probable Sade Rx ASON de- 


and ken in terrible convalGons, fall viltitns to 
death! Wha light bas Gon cat upon this dart 
"of dis Providence ? Has he left it quite cover- 
rd with impenetrable clouds? And, where the in- 


85 N wth of 1550 * 85 


tereſt and comfort of fo great a part of his intelli- 
gent creation are deeply concerned, has he given no 


intimations which may be a 9 70 e of H 
ed. - „ 
* *There ate ſbur diſpen ” A, has which a 


Sion has principally ſubſiſted ſince zbe fall, viz. 


the diſpenſation of the Light of Nature, the Hbra- 
 bamic, the Moſaic, and the-Chriftian, Now, each 
bf theſe caſts /omr 2b; upon this awful ſcene, and 


- adminiſters ſome hope as to i fering and ching Infants. 


Let it then be enquired 
FIRST. What judgment doth Rrason, or the 
bt of Nature, paſs upon their caſe ? There are 
Wt 7200 Ways, in which RE ASsON tan account for 


2 proceedure of providence, via. by ſappoling 
thele ſuffering Infants to have exiſted | in ſome former 


Rate ; or that they will exiſt in ſome fre. 
Some have imagined, that they have eviſed and 


miſbeboved in a former ſlate of being; and that 


their ſufferings in ür preſent, are 2 correction or 
puniſhment or evils. done there; This the Platonic 
philoſophy taugbt;: and it ſeems to have been an 
opiaton not uncommon amongf the Jets, in the 
days. of our Saviour. Concerning the man bar 
a born blind,; the diſciples, therefore, aſk him 
maſter who cid in; this man, or bis parents ; that be 
tas born_Hind (a); But this precaiſience of Infants, 
deing a a matter of abſolute unteriainiy; unſupported 


rives 


Wis is 


rives its principat-dirifi@tion] from the fo 

of their exiſtence im a faje after Heath. * ere, v4 

Almgbty Rc ron can give them pleaſures and 

enteftainme ats abundantly to ebener bandes che 

ee of their proſent ſtate. 

This is What RN agovw, I lay, N 25 hopes, 
buy cannot certain conclude. It wants ſome Rx- 
_VELAT1 ON, ſome promiſe from Gov; to give 4. 

bility and vigor to theſe wavering hopes. 12 un- 

der all the conflicts and pains hich he ſees his 

ching abild ſuffer, the pious parent has 82 95 

tram the Light of Nature, whereon to truſt, but t 

uncouenanted goodneſs: and mercy of Go. Nom, 

were it not, in- theſe. circumſtances,” a 94 defereable 

Lunz, that Gon would give us ſome revelation or 

promiſe concerning our InyauTs ? Some covenant to 


aſſure — — they are the objects of his favo 00 


and peculiar regard ; and that as they Mer a 
dis in this world, ſo they ſhall be raiſed again to 


life and happineſs in Ny other? Was not, I aſk, 
ſome ſuch covenant, revelation,” or promiſe, concern- 
ing eur Inv anTs,” what nature greatly: wanted, 
viſhed for and defired ;- and, if Gop ſhould de 
pleaſed to grant it, ought it not to be highly valu- 
ed, and moſt e received 650 ? Behold! | 
In 2 a Sx- 


7 


: 
13 4 4 0 
Wen 28 


n and juſt "A in which God 
— * Na e/tablifp bis covenant with IN Taurs. For che 
5 x eb expreſsly ſais, Gen. ix. 9, 10, 12, 13, that he efa- 
ſihed his covenant, even, with the cathle and the fowl ; ſo- 
mn ing no more to drown them by a flaad, 1s there 
— hang — then, or unreaſonable, i 2 God's eſtabliſni 
He with Infants ; folemnly enga 1 to (Pens. his ſpirit 
and bleſſing on them ? Or, that the ev 5 uffer in 62 
quence of Adam's fin, ſhall be removed and am ply recompenſe 
through the righteouſneſs of Chriff 7 Molt ſurely not at all, 
But, if there is a r and juft ſenſe,” in which Gop may 
E coptnant with IurAN rs; there is the highelt tea - 
to preſume that he — as dong it, and that they are 


* 


4 8 bis we ſee done, in een a- 
HAM1 e diſpenſation. For as Gop's covenant- 
tranſactions with. Abraham were the foundation, or 
"Barter of the aburch, which, in aſter ages, he in- 
tended. to gather, and to-eret amongſt men: ſo 
= here, gives pious parents an zxpreſs promiſe and 

lalian concerning their .InranTts. He pro- 
e. to be 4. Gon 10 Abraham, and 10 bis ſeed, and 
takes bis Ir aN S into covenant, together with 

pnſelf.,.commanding, the ToR EN ef the cœuenant to 
be ſolemaly affixed 10 ibem, as a, ſtanding teſtimm 
ot en that IA HV wes. tht Gop. See Gen. 
Av. 7, 8,- 0, 11, 12, 14. Gop ſaid, I will 
Fable covenant between me, and thee (Abraham) 
- ond thy ed after. thee, in their. generations; io be a 
op Ia ibee, and 10 thy ſeed after 1 be - 
F This if my-- covenant: wbich ye Pall 


e ee. among van, that i gays 
"= foal be circumciſed. The: uncirewnciſed — 


Tool be al, from bis people. Circumciſion then, 
Dy Gob's. expteſs command, was affixed to Abra- 
Lans In rA Ts, and to the In r ants of all ſuch as 
Feed. ine the Gor of Abrebam, as a rok EN of 
ig covenant ; which covenant was, that Inova 
. Would be their, Son. „eien 
9 when the ALMIGuTy covenants and pro- 
mien to be Tn Gop of theſe Infants, what does it 
0 | Undoubtedly: ſomething GAT, iz. 


c as 1 er in a e their 1 
; 47 An 


"ks; into «by 8 for if be graciouſly, 8 to 
1 4% bis covenant with the brute creation, promiſing no more 
I then ; and * a ſtanding ſolem or memorial of 
bis covenant, VIE. bow in theclouds ; much more, ſurely, 

y we hope, that he hath /ablibed bis covenant alſo with 
bs FANTs, promiſing to delirer them from the fatal conſequences 
the fall; and thar be þas appointed a fiending token or H 


of this covenahg, jo perpetuate ity knowledge 2 | 
* church. 


1 


/ 


* 


N 7 De N N 3 * 


N e een, 
and 'benofafor'; that he will take them under the 


eßpecial patronage apd care of his providence, in- 


fluences of bis e and miniſtration of his an- 
gels; and that if they died in their Infant- ſtate, 
before any tranſgreſnôn had pat” them out of the 
covenant, they "ſhould certainly be raiſed to an 
bappineſs after death3—That' IP wanehs undoubt- 
ed import or meaning of this promiſe, the 
ture hath clearly taught us Vt tha} the deud are 
raiſed, Moſes y firs at the buſh; when be calleth the 
Lord; the G of Abrabam and Tae" God "of Jac 
(e) Sc. And again, Gon is Wor h to bi"ealled 
THEIR Gop';' för- he "bath" prefiared: for them a city 
(d), 1. e. an happineſs in ſome future ſtate. And 
again, I will be His God (e), is explained by, be 
Hull be m Sow: but, whoever is 4% of God, and 
dies in that relation; will” infallibly sr declared'or 
8 to be ſueh by a 8 A Yes | 
Nom. viii. 19. Late xx. 36. 9 
That 2505 toten of the BG ribileic covenant, aig 
a reſurreFion to future happineſs to an Infant dyi 
under it, may be further proved thus fu 
one of Mrabum's oircumeiſedd Infants lay languilh- 
ing under tormenting pains, and gave . the 
ghoſt. Au indet ſtands by, and ſeeing tbe Mank 
in its fleſh," ſcoffingly aſks what bar Marx 
means? He is told, it is a Tok EN f ibe covenunt 
into which JEHovan' took the child; and by 
- which he ſolemly declared, that he received it as 
bis own, and engaged to be in Gov. But what 
gets the child, the Adel demands, by having J- 
U wy irs Gob F 18 * not aſhamed dons eee 
e , UTE IAN Roa 0 "THE 


© Luke xx. 37, A ſtate of death, is a ſtate of ese ; 
Gon's calling himſelf then, the Gob of Abraham; when he 
lay in a Hate of death, was a Clear proof that Chang ws 
him always to contiuue in it. 

d) Heb, xi. 16. le) Rev. xxi. 7. 
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aan, your Elders, your LIN EROS, Hour 


2 and kt Fearing 


n ured, bresthleſ⸗ 
replied, becauſg will raiſes - 
I give i happineß in u future ſtate. 
would he. aſhamed ta be called THE 
@ bebe... But we proceed. to conſider 
1. Allpenſation; — ake 
3 this gives to theſe rations! 
Now, bee, we ſec. anale. Covzx ANA, 
heſides. chat of Amme im, into Which Id r ANS 
une aten, Deut. xxix, 10 11, 12. 27. fand this 
da „ , ere the Lad vous Gop ; your 
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ant TEA IxrO COVENANT uh 


— 
- 


ham, Cg. —80 „xvi. 0 , Merarac, * 
BORN UN TO ME 3 a yr ee, unto 
dhe Tdols 3 than hat n MY CRI (e), Thus 
„Load hinſelf, when an Infant, was brought 
e all the firſt-born Iufan 
agHoL v to G. 
Lake ii. 22, 2 Hence then, it is moſt evident, 
thay the FeviÞ. Ir Ax Ts, in conſequence of their 


dediention to Con, and admillion into bis couenant, 


were in a 
bis children, in a ſenſe in which the Infants of the 


prexligr. manner n 16 3, his property, and 


idalatraus and uncireumciſed Centiles were got. But 
el theſe; multitudes, yo doubt, died in their ufa 


8 What nom might be concluded concerning: 


the-caf of ſuch } Undoubredly this: That, as they 


a in covenant with mack (by which covenant he 


| had 
1 rn | 14.43) 
Sane ans FAIR Gi — 
called Chatany becauſe it was then co — as eſpouſed 4 
God, aud united fo W Er , A Ry IG * 


8 . 677. 


»:4. 
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: The Introdattion, 
had engaged to take them for @ people to Dima, ro 
acknowledge them as bis -thil&4#, and to be'ts 
them 4 Gov) and as no adviniare nor bappineſt was 

ven them in this world, at all anſwerable to Ihe 

alkers ; but they miſerabiy languiſhed, Eke afl 
other Tafüdts, ae he laſt died under the prichirive 
condemnation bf jadgment 4 it therefore certainly 

remained, that they will be ruhen again and e 

in forme fer fore; Where an Dappineſs will de given 

them ſuitabie to theſe ęrrat promiſes, and Where 
they will de treated as the paypt and the chigen of - 

Gob. For elſe, Gor would plainly ſeem to have 

volt bis then /; and the folemn and yoo » 

miſe of being a Gov to ſuch an Infant, and of 

taking it for n fs chila, EE FR RRO IE W 


A * bopes which Reokin ſurmiſes, EY 
which the ſeveral diſpenſations both of Abraham, 
and of Mofes, Rrobgly coll. e. ' Proceen to 
obſerve by 
"Fovntrnry. How thiy ark farther brightned 
by the pen ſalian of Titus Cantor, As this was 
to be the ia, and the ng perfer? diſſ play of Goy's 
. ercy to fallen men; in which the Wales of his 
Abounding grace were to be moſt ful revealed; it 
enn never be imagined to come ſbort, in any 
of the twa fur mer diſpenſations. Did God take the 
mans of believers into covenant with himſelf, under 
Abrabam and Moſes, and command, that as a ſtand- 
ing token of it, the ſeal'of the covenant ſhould be ſo- 
lemiily affixed to them; bur, under Jesus bis Son, 
has he made 9 ſucb manifeſtation of his merciful 
regard to n 3 admitted them viſibly into n co- 
venant ; nor appointed am token that he receives 
them as his children, and that he will be to them 


a Gop? How utterly unlikely, as well as uncomfort- 
ERS ow 
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Ts Menken 
Alis dhe en Thanks to his wercyl. We cas 
with good aſſut ance ſay, - that is nat ibe caſe.— 
. "No. But when Infanis were once brought to aw 
Savioux, to be. made partakers of the bleflings, 
_ bus dm; he uy and ſeverely rehuked his 
— i was highly ha hr with them, for en- | 
a PRO it. He kiodly ton them inio 
8 laid bis n and bleſſed them ; 
and COMMANDED #bat- LITTLE CHILDREN ſhould 
e red to come, i. e. be brought, to him, and xor 
BK, FORBIDDEN declaring that ef fuch is the keng- 
dam of Goh (H i e, that 4be/e,; alſo, have a place 
in the kingdom of % Maſtab, which was now to 
be ſet up; and a right to the Hang which him- 
fſlelf, the Promijed Kine, was come to-beftow, -, ; 
At another time, he took A LITTLE Cn | 
ina hit arm, and ſhewing it to his Diſciples, ſais, 
whoſoever ſhall receive one ſuch little Child, this Child, , 
in my name, rereiveih me (g). Now the receiving a 
Child in Cn R is r' Name muſt mean the confider- 
ing, or treating, it as Sanding in ſome peculiar rela- 
tion 10 Can 18 3 ag 7% xpre av belonging 10 Cbriſt; as 
being a ſubject of bis kingdom, or a part of his. flock. 
That this is what aur Lon p means by, receiving n 
ns Nauz, himſelf has expreſsly ſbewn by thus 
. explaining it in this ſame diſcourſe, becauſe ye belong 
to Chrift (h): whyſo ſhall give 0 a cup of water 40 
drink, 1d Y NAME, becauſe; YE BELONG. TO 
| Ens isr, verily: I ſay unto you, Sc. Hence, then 
it is moſt evident, that I rax rs may be, yea are 
10 be, received in CarxisT's Names I and that by 
this we are to underſtand, receiving them as BE- 
LONGING or ſtanding in ſome peculiar relation, to 


CH845T 3 but in this eee CHRIST 


17 e. an 181 5 Ann 11 N 28 
5 WO xix. 14. Mok. L Yo. Luke Ai. 78. 
tf . Lule ix. 48. 


* Mark ix. 41. 


« 0 


ee 8 9 


W. aur can vo otherwiſe ſtand than by being 


devoted to him, and admitted imo his king- 
dom and church. 

And, that Id ATA 88 6 be admitted into 
the kingdom of the Mssiäk, or into that incor po- 


ä 2 ſociety of which he is the bead, is. quite ratio- 
ned worn for as they ſtood in Ahl need of | 


emption or grate which Mxss1 at, the ting, 


bog to beſtow on mankind and as proviſion Was | 
tnade by the covenant of Gov for their u re- 


 ceiving itz ſo there was the ſtrongeſt reaſon to ex- 
chat they would be ſole#mly atknotoledeed, and 
lared to be a part of that ſociety or church which 
ſhould be thus Md and Javed by him. In other 
words, that as they were condemned through the 


Frust Apa and treated as Hers ; fo they ſhould 


% 


be Jufifed through the s cond ADAM and treat- 
ed as righteous, © But, if they were to be treated as 


 Vightepus, and to be ſolemnly declared a part of that 


ſociety, or church, whom Cru&1sT came to /ave ; 


they were, then, to be baptized ; for Baptiſm was 


the. ceremom in which all, who by God's covenant 
had a right to /alvaiion, were to be admitted into 
the church, and lemi declared to be of the num- 
ber of tbe ſaved, 

That, in the eye of the cbriian [aw, Ivfavrs 
ate actually under a ſentence of condemnation and con- 
ndered as mers, by being made 7 ſuffer death the 
puniſhment and effect of ſin, cannot be denied. 
By one man fin entered into the world, and death by fin, 
and fo death paſſed uam 1 U. b, for that (ip u, ad quod, 

as far as which) or (per quem through whom) ALL 
are ue as * they 700 8 OM Rom. v. 1 2 


4.5 = 


4p Rath and + are very FLY uſed in ſcripture, 
where not any real guilt or moral turpitude is * but . 


- « wal 
e 


* 
- 
— — 1 — —— — 


- , * 
_ * — - — 
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% . lee, 

Hog pat aim Fame pen. 41.1, nn 

Tondenmation, ver. one man offence many were 
made ners. ver. 19. Alam ail. 5 1 Gr. xx. 


. 22, Though InyanTs are inca able of any. woral 


'E 


 Avpan;; repreſents them alſo qe + 


_ of the firſt Adarr's Nin: or, as the malizmiry of chat 
Hrft offence reached even to Int AN Ts, ſabjefting | 


8 gives | to aa ei 4 h 


or. proper guile, yet as in the wi 8 55 of Gov's 


vidence are at preſent Habjefted to innu- 

merable Pain,, Gees, and death, the pena] effects 
of Six, N the h c Eo * 

agrceably to. the ſtyle of ſcripture, 0 5 to 


Now the ae diſcourſe of the 1 which 
repreſents | them as condemned and eee 
"AN 


1 Jnsus 4 Aer. For, as by 1 1 Sokp 


DAM) judgment came upon A cg ay bt 4 


+ (3p eben [0 ls the righteouſneſs Oo] OMAHA RANT, ) the 


ee gift came upon all men een 

the difobedience of one, many were 2h 
y the obedience of one, ſhall many be made row K. 
As much as to ſay, the 22 Helis of the fecond 
\ Adam's virtue, are as EXTENSIVE as the penal ones 


them to death; ſo the benefit of Cur1sT's. obedi» 
ence reaches alſo 4 Infants, juſtifying, Ag, 
and reſtoring them to life. It e for and 


Res „ 
8 of fin." en Arg van 
VII. 10. 2 Kin, vii. 9. IA. liii. 6, 44, 12. 1 Pet. — 


2 Cer. v. 21. Hab, iu 28. And this ſuggeſts an cafe, 


the rug ſenſe of that much controvertedl text, Hal. 


g. I nvas Hapen in Intqurty, and in Six did my mother 


— — me: A aro. to the bitter Sor ROWS in which, in 
uence of the f Stu, (Gen. iii. „ woman is len. 
ee eee 

0 r 


Amed, way: to be made, i. e. treated as, fi 


& * 5 


J 


8 The Hntiridudtion. 2 

and ſets them free from the law of fot and death. 

| Newer Gab" S giving, ind of men's receiving this 

| viny N the haptiſmal water is the ap- 
She token, or emblem, in the church. 

This the ſcripture” plainiy intimates, by faying 


Tit. Jt, 3. We are savxo, ch the waſbing of regene- 
| ration (He. Baptiſm, the ſign) and by the renewing of 
| Hor x Grosr (che thiß 50 hified'in that cere- 


monial waſhing) which be ed (eg bei pou RED 


our! un us aounaantly, through 2 


the following, deductians evidently 3 1. That 
in the confirudtion of the Chriffan Law, Infants 


are, moſt certainly, in a ſtate of condermation, and 


are treated as mers, 2. That they are, therefore, | 
capable of ju ftification or remiſſion, and ſtand in 


alſaluie uk, of it; in as much as, without it, they 


90h eternally lie under the ſentence of death. 3. As | 


ace, and ffand in abſolute 


hey: are capable of this 
nee 


90 | 2 5 provi] on is made, in the conſtitu- 


OSPEL - ftp for their bet 
1 Javed, But 4. KI by the Goſpe 


alvation, and 


1 
6 


Covenant ate entitled 0 Jantz 


life, are, entitled. alſo to Baptiſm ; for Baptiſm is a 


rite, inflitaced by: Gon," to au or betaten that 


thaſe, who are "ork d r9 the bleſſings of his co- 


venant, 28 . them. 


The Baptiſm Ae s, viewed in this Tight, is a 
very rational in Kal. The great PrevT of 


mankind having, in the wiſdom of his providence, 


ſubjected ſo vaſt a part of the race to miſeries and 
us through no de faul of their on N ir vas quite 


pa 
reaſonable to believe, thiat his mer would appoint | 


them ſame ſallimamy of his favour, ſome monument 
or Pledge:that he had not abaudoned this noble part 
of his creation to the ruin and death under which 


WY: they 
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_ "From this diſcourſe of the Ap pollle (Rom. v.) , 
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alive in this. important 
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tt We ar not to imagine, (hat all ifants.dyi 


, * 
Þ * 
0 5 * 
iu 4 , ' y_ _ 
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EY 
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they were fallen; That, as they continually Jyf- 


 fered the vile token of his diſpleaſure in a variety 


ok toxmenting, agonies; ſo, he would graciou(] 
ordain them allo lome vie taten of his good - will, 
 Jome, perpetual and. ſtanding en, of his ſtill ac- 
- - counting them. xs children, and that they were 
yet the objets of his zender and parental regard. It 
Vas perfectly juſt, I ſay, and reaſonable to ima- 
glne, that the great Pax ENT of theſe tortured and 
fa ering, innocent, whenever he erected @ church 
45 earth, would appoint ſome ſuch fanding loten 
of his merey and favour to them. Now this, we 
ſer, he did under the rwe former diſpenſations, 
both of HMrabam and of Meſes : and great conſo- 
lation it, doubtleG, gave their pious parents under 
theſe diſpenſations, When they ſaw them languiſh- 


ing in extreme pains and giving up the ghoſt, to re- 
| ich 


flect upon the /olemn token by w the ALMIGHTY 
had accepted them as bis children, and had promiſ- 

eg to be heir God. But, can it ever be conceiy- 
ed, that the diſpenſation of Jesvs CRIsT is de- 
point! That it, herein, 
comes behind, and is inferior to both the former! 
That jt has do ſuch. Banging toten of Gop's mercy 
to condemned Tofants, nor amy rite by which he 
vigbly admits them now, as he formerly did, into 
his family or church Is” he a Gop in covenant to 
the Arabamie, and to the Jeuiſh Infants ont v, 
and not to CHRISTIAN Infants alſo? With great 

- #Gurance we can lay, to Chriftian Infants alſo 0: 


in 
3 A „ % „ Sm: 
an en en e nns 
ſuch, but 
thoſe of believers, or all which die unbaptized, will be anzih:- 
lated or never riſe again: but the ſuperior advantage to believers 
Infants, above others, is, 1. That with reſpe& to thee, Gon 
has been pieaſed to lay himſelf under a more particular covenant 


ort promiſe of arefyrreftion-to a future happineſs ; where Kee 


» ih, 2 
4 ft 
-= = 
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And as it thus evidently appears, that, in t 
a Raton and frame of bis church, ? te 
vilion was made that the Infants of Gop's People | 
Ng be admitted i Into his covenant. _ So, it may 

'added—that ſuch a ſolemn dedication, as is made 
in Baptiſm, of an Ipfant by its parents to GO 
the SurxEAM PARENT, ſeems to be a moſt al 
and rational ſervice: a ſervice which à pious mina 
can ſcarce "poſſibly forbear. Having received fo 
great; a gift and. truſt from the almighty ſovereign, 
how natüral and proper is it, that ſoon upon its 
birth, and while a ſenſe of the obligation is yet 
warm upon the heart, he ſhould make ſome olemn 

 acknowledpment that he has received it from OD; F 
ſhould openly de vote it to him, and lay himfelf un- 
der a ſacred vor to educate it religiouſly, and bring 
it Pin his fear! ls not this, evidently, a becom- 


ing 


bother are leſt more to his uncovenanted mercy, And 2. Their 
circumſtances in a future fate may agreeably to all the moral 
perfections of Gop, be ſuppoſed more happy and advantageous 
than theirs who were never thus ſolemnly devoted to him. It 
being an evident and important part of the ſcheme of Gon's 
moral government, that*great blefſings and favours ſhall be 
conferred upon, ,, n conſequence.andeas. a reward of the 
earneſt and ſujeere-prayers'apd piety of er herd. 
All — erkatures, there is reaſon to believe, are, ſome 
- where or other placed in a ſtate of 4i/c/ Mine or probation; . be- 
fore they paſs info a ſtate of fred and ee bliſs. Hea- 
ven itſelf was, if it he not at preſent, l ue of trial to Angels. 
Infants dying ſuch, therefore, there is ground to preſume, paſs 
into ſuch a ſtate. Now, as in our preſent fate of trial, ſome 
are placed in circumſtances far more advantageous and favourable . 
than 3 ſo, probably, is it in the ſtate to which dying In- 
ants pa Abraham's poſterity were put in circumſtances. more 
1 — for attaining virtue and happineſs, than other na- 
tions of the earth, on account of their farher's > — 
fame may be joftly hoped as to thedying Infants == good men 
who, according to Gop's command, have been /olemnly — 
to dim, whom he hath. acknowledged for his children, and to 
whom * by a ſacred covenant, promiſed to by a Gov. 
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„ and M, reetivinng fuck a traſt ? 
id ĩt yds, on a. = influence on 


the eonduct of the pres with regal to his hit; 
- _ Tiſpoling dim either ro »/ # it, more chearfully, if 
op from! bim by death ; dr to Km it up whore 
- 1 uffy if its ife be coe ide And might it 
not pe 1 7 Rpt 72 7 Nik gractou — 4 

d reward t of ſuch a fit, W wich peru 
Bat” Len fic cn? BY we e 
But, from, this genera/ view 'of the kauafa 
Pri of religion, with r to. Infants, from 
which their right, to Bapizſn may be ſtrongly pre- 
fenced — We proceed farther rol abliſtr ir io by c ar 
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ARGUMENT. 1 


The ee argon ll be point 


2 w4% 
* 8 
# + 
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Gy INFANTS of believers, were, in for. 
wer or ages of the 
PG: church, taken together with their 


them for n18 children, and as ſtanding in a prendfiar 
, relation to himſelf. Gen. xvii. 7, 10, 11, 42. Deut. 


ſeriptures already cited, pag. 4» 


11. When theſe Ir ANG of believers were Sos 


taken into covexRAnT, it was cerminly,- a 


great 
Privilect, a favour or grant moſt near: to 


be received. 
Por, by this taten, the sr nin obliged 


| Kirnſelf and covenanted to be THz Gov "of that 


Mam. And what hat: en ſee before ex- 
plained, Pag. 4, 5. 


III. If thiis great Parvizeas was on | 
by Gov to his church, it 18.3 privilege STILL ſub 


21 


ET T is an iconteftible fur, that the 


. SHOE parents into covenant with Gow; and | 
| had, L ſs command, a ſacrament or rite 
en them, Ts cod that Janovan was their 
op; and that in conſequence hereof; 442 conte 


XXIX, 10, 11, 12, Ezek. xvi. w 2 RES 
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. — | into covenant with Gop; had not, by his expreſs 
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full force e, if it Has 
* yr 


not been revoked. But 


r 
REVOKED. - No ſuch rewgation, nor any ſhadow 
of it, appears in the whole book of Gop. There- 


: - 
a, 
7 
n „ WI, © 


id lie anion dy of. 
V. The lnrawrs of believers- having iL a 


right to their autient /UNREPEALED: Privilege, of 
being admitted with. their parents into covenant. 


2 : with Gop, and of having its taten applied to them; 


it henes neceſſarily. follows, . that they have right 
to Chriftian, Bapti/m ; for Baptiſm is now the ov 
appointed alen or ceremony of admiſſoůn. 
Theſe propoſitions, it is humbly apprehended, 
amount to a demon ration of the point in debate. 
Which of them can be denied ? Will any man ſay n 
1. That the ant of bchevers, in the former ages 
of the church, were not taken, with their parents 


command, a ſacrament or.rite given them in token 
that Inh an was tbeir Gon; and that, in con- 
ſequence of this, they tere nat conſidered and 
- treated as being in a peculiar manner n 1s? This nd 
man will affirm.” Will it chen de ſaid, 2. That 
this, though it was granted to the Iafans of good 
men gf old, was really zo. privilege nor fayaur to 


o — & ® 


| | gd 2 durſt wy man _ an. 
be, anged then, 3, That this privilege, thongfii 
nted antieniiy to the church, 9 3 
man aten, docs not, xow, continue to it; no 
ought, ow, to be enjoyed by it; though it wy 
the ſame time acknowledged not to have been 72? 
pealed?- Abſurd ta imagine! Will it be faid then, 
That this antient privilege ot grant has, indeed 
been repealed? Let tbe REPEAL be ſhewn, _ 


— 
\ 


0 Religion of Tafane Buptiſch. 5 


. che point ſhall be.givtn up. There appears no ſuch 
REFITAI, dx thing ve in the whole ſa- 
cred ſeriptures: on the contrary, there appear 
many things, as will — bel been, abundant- 
I to [confirm this invaluable privilege ; and to 

Prengthen and enlarge it. And, indeed, it were the 


| height of abſurdity to imagine, that Jevvs CrHrIst. 


came to cz ſbort the privileges of the church, in 


any ſingle point; and to caſt the children of belirvers 


.out of PA covenant, who before were covered | 


to it nen TRY HA 

-- 1536 being impoſſible to 8 then, that Ge Is 
| fants of believers have STILL a: right do their an- 
ent UNREPEALED ge, of being admitted 
wich their parents into God's covenant,” and of 


having 1 taten applied to them. The conſe- 


quence: is inevitable. That they have then a right 
to Baptiſm, the appointed token of God's covenant, 
and the an e nite by which er org now 
admitted into it. 

1 The point farcher proved * 


Peri 34 ” 4 * * — — * 
1 — 


be K 0 v M E NT U. 
| © From the AB RAHAMIC Cormxanr. | 


1 2 


2 covenant Aich Gov 6 with * 
and with nis Sztp; Gen. xvii. (into which bis 


Infans were taken, together with bine, by the 


rite of circumciſin.) ' That covenant, I ſay, is the 
very $A M which we are now under, even the 
thriftian or goſpel covenant and ABRAHAM, in that 
tranſaction, acted and is conſidered under the cha- 
racter of O FATH ER, the Father of us believing 
| GET the digen 8 therefore, and pri- 
ö vileges 


* 


| „ . And again ver 2 


3 HY + 


. . Moral) Pits an Uſe © 
8 


rivceflavily belongctd = 
x Gentiles, N NAD Now, it was an 
— — or privilege uf bat voανůũjQu, chat 


_-Invants be; received; together with char 
patents, imo it; and ſolemnly; paſs under 36s N- 
wann or n This grant, therefore, or privi- 
_ Tags, "is beta) of vw Hardin wy, we, believing C- 
viles, may now confidetitiy 
That we, Ber vi Gentiieb, art the SHD Feally 
included and intended in that covenant ; and thac = 
 Abrabam, in that tranſaction, was conſidered ass 
ov Farb 
by, derermined by Sa Paul. For in 1d ſeveràl 
1 Av. and Gul. fi.) where be ib ex- 
ainin nnture and extent of the ubriſtian or 
— he quotes vuiqs covenant made with 
— Cn ii.) refers te it, and rea ſons from 
n, and ferther) arguments thence to prove, that 
Burawvzrs:Froin among che Genlides are, vader 
the cbriſian diſpenſation, to be fellpw>brirs with the 
„Jeus, and are the REAL'SEÞD of Arabum intend- 
Edd in bf covenant. See Rom. iv. g . 
ly 4 9 rg 17. (i. e. "The Uellaneß 4 
or on, of the Arabamic coven LR 
3 grate ; 3d 1b. 5 ind th 
Pons 1 + 2p oy ALL THE SEED 3 fot » 
that only Ar H LAN, 54% 10 Mar ub which 
#s of the Faru Y Arabam, aubo is the FATHER 
ur, (ut, of believing Gemiles as well as 
Nun) u t wiitten (Gen xvii. 691 e 
eee PFirntR of MANY NATION. 
 Eixgeelbly de che fame 'purpoſs, .the helle all 


hren u, Galat. i 4%: That ilch who ARI or 


Faru (Believes), 4be /ame-ore THE Cy LLDKEN 
Abraham. "And. ver. 29. F ye are CHRIST'S 
ile. Believers) tht art ye 9 Sig 2, and 


CRENIS wa 07 nes 


poiht actually, and moſt olkar- 


© S/Religion/h#fafind Rigi rg. 
—— e ene Sate, are ie protiſes 
ae; (ich- Sx no he proves ta be all trug bes 


Jaun taken ins collective ſenſe as. the body of 


Ci and adds); nad ibi Þ Ay, ibu the, cave .- 


unf which 1003 tonfirmed before of Gm in Cugisn 3 
' (64 ut, reſpecting Gr or trac bolicyers) ze 
Law, uneb tat 430 vn after cannot Dis- 
un 7had it foould mate be Puoꝶ 1ht-of ; no Ep 
rer > Now that abe prumiſas, or covenant, here re- 
ferred to, which the p affir mis td be sr iI i 
force, and xo 2 diſannulled, Res be, and ia 
det ene (Gen. xvii.) 2 which IN TAN TSC 
wen tak a by a vi/ible 1 2 nolt evident; be- 
| cane 45 is the ONLY 4 2 in which Gop 
rev e confirmed promiſes ro Aran and 
— 
Seeing, hene id s incopteſzablg that ws be- 
lieving Gentiles, are THE SEED intended in that co- 
5 it follows, that ws have an undoubied 8 


its privileges and grünt] eunſequen 
th i ainſi for rn ins it ; and 8 
A 


| to their palling upder ich ſaten or en. 
Jeton or u was originalhy tircumciſſam: but 
Dy. Gp fent Bic fon into the r N forther to e 
plaln and confirm this covenant, and to publiſh it 
70 all nations, he was pleaſed to aller its token, or 
initfariog rite, From ecumciſon do Baptifhn : . 
bed as e Was 8 patofat and 
ite, and obnexicug 80 great reproach. BY con: 
tempt among the Geutiles; hut, principally, be, 
DFF 
| int ˖ covenant 4 af upder this. new diſpen ation 
e e wer we rf Gali 


7 . — N 1 
fitrv wen * \ 001 5 2 2 1 


tipo w 7 5 448410 


Ant eren and kg 4 


x. i I's 


% Y | A R G 0 E 


hort f | 

| _ N rag rt 2 r Abrabam's 
Sn 1, (Gal. ir 29.) but, if we are dhraber's 
Sax, we'have; then a tight to 4 L U ile grau and 
Friuleges of that covenant which Gon made with 
 #braham, and with us S8 tv : but the Apa 18- 
510N ef bit Irn ns, together with bimſaf, was 
an indiſpatable gran or privilege of that coyenant:: 
thereforc, as it was given to bum ous FATHER, 
8 t muſt-nectfianly remain and; endure tous N 
825 (0). Jt 05 a e Is W. en T * bg X 
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| 1 Third. . for amincing l ants to „ Bop: 
4 89 may de larry the ſenſe in 1 


_ the Arosr LA, When ſent, forth 40 baptiſe, woul 
2 and even neceſſarily underſtand their com- 


Semen (Kalarrneli cee or proſe- 


* 
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n 110 
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, and of this geſpel covenant it bei 
Fes tin is now the ade! or token | or 5 
» that Bapti/m now ſucceeds 1 80 
Accondingly it is called the —— 


e 
1 — of eee 


+ Fa. | _ circumciſion, orialicanitiffn of CBI Qal. 372011230 1:5 


- -(n) Infants are not baptiſed as being TK 8M38LvEs e 
eee but as bein the Children, or Proper 


ho are the Seed of Abraham. For as be F. s F th brodght 
not bim ſelf only. n together with him, into the 
Cevenant of Gon: So the Faith of Abraham's Stedi(Believers) 
bring not themſeluts only, but their Infants together with 
"them, into the Auf —— elſe the Covenant would not 
_ the. eliabliſhed marr het eee as it was to 


TR ES hich yr» x prin 0 ha h 


in Religion of Infant Biptii 


is now enquired, in what ſenſe they would under: 


ſtand this commiſion? Whether, as eie them 


to biptiſe only the belicving adult: or, to give this 
of-Gop's covenant; 40% to the Ix TAN of 
ſuchſbelievers? The commiſſian is delivered in ſuch 
general ternus as not certain to determine this. If 
an part of it can he ſaid to exclude Infants, it muſt 


bs. the: e each, (p). But ſuppoſe it had been 
 faid-—go.-14acb, proſelyte, all nations I,, 


1 ibem. — Would not ihe, Apeſtles, without any 
farther vrrants have naturally and juſtly thought, 


that upoo proſelyting the Gentile, parent and circum · | 


_cifing him, his Ixr aN s alſo were, to be circym- 
ciſed ? Or, if a divine command had been given 
ta the elde patriarchs of old, to go into Hnr. 
Aralha, &c, and 1 Ach them the Gop of , Abra- 
bem, circumcifing.them,— Would they not, muſt they 


not, have underſtood it as authorizing them to 


petform this ceremony, not upon the parent only, 
but alſo upon the InranTs of ſuch as believed in 


the Gov of Arabam? Without all queſtion. they 


Would. 8 ti Yar bas 


Hence then it is * that, the word, teach, | 
(diſciple or proſelyte)-concludes nothing, certain, 4 
againſt, Inz4 NS being admitted, with their belicv- 
ing 17 into Go p's A by Baptiſm, 


But, if the word, jeach, d oes not neceſſarily E X- 
cop Infants. let. us ſee, whether there are not 
ſuch circumſtances attending this com miſſion, as 
vould 
Had, Die i die en 8571 lle 
112 Er 19. 2 5943; 
word ener ck e in theagth verſe, 


* not Pu ſame with that in the next verſe, laching them to 


32555 all hug: (id arxeſles) but is of a more large and 
un 


comprebenſive N 
RT, vod 2 2 


: "at * . 4 -Y 24G 


5 


| 21 
re) Nax to BAPTIZING REM (o). It 


naturally and even nn lead tbe 4 10 A 


6 * * da Os 
is te I Are to be ac mcLu- 
Di e aw pn won i 
Ne, here det it be conſidered -O the per- 
, to. whony ebe Par hen wax given (They P 
I covenant; which ä — : 
with Mabam unc their: ene whoknewig 
bes t is een, whe'had ſeen, that 
im ul eedehanttrenſactions, berwizt Gon and bv 
_chinwh; ho gt th believers" bad always- boen > 
uche, together Wich vel perth, and paſſer? = 
IS under the lune inttanx rue. who appre-_. 

* Xt © Handed this Ma-adnifiby to to be u great” 

ffn to them; and knew, er ere to. be ſoon in · 
borched! that the Cann (al nun) were no o 


Joint. par ficipation oA the privi- 


becken into a 
N brech; to be graſted into he 
* Nr with tbem of 


e et and to W; 
WV ei prligion;"irmitu ities r Brants They, 
mateover, new it to be the content, immemorial = 
. ram of the church, chat When ay Gentile ] 
1 7 (reeht to the worſhip" of the Cob of 
1 Iſrael) himſelf was baptiſed, and al} bis Infants were 
= With Nit and their Infants were ehlled | 
eh, Further, they were ne entremely e. 
bu ad cual of their antzent rites.— They had 
ſcen ab, under their la, by OY BY exprefiicoin- 
wund, Gen / u Womb And upwards enrolled 
311 regie; and entered, as" miniſters. 
* ARON, As den 1h fe iel f the takernact, nd _ 
e Finch ben bad 
pPeoeen, often, witneſſes to the kind regard their 
I . — 82 had ſhewn to lille children; and had been 
„ yy 0 3 ache H 3 — i l ws, rr 5 
=: > bes ae bom s to ef 799d fri ny hl . La ben 
1 n $6 8 mg zorobart 199329 5 — nezodit rot! v8 vir. 
| (p) Nomb. iii. 6, 7, 8, 28. And claimed „ , 
SERVANTS, Levit. xv. 41, 42. 


—ͤ—— — — — W — 


ing 
him * 
them to be ſubjecss of bis kingdom. — Further, they 


Gop of the remiſion of fm, or of juſtification ; and 
that [nfanis were — the eye of the chriſtian law 


treated as faenrs,” and under a ſentencr of nd. 


(of which this admiſſion of Infants was confeſſedly 


one) but /o beighten and to enlarge them.— Let theſe 


ſeveral vireunyſiances ' be impartially weighed, and 
chen let any man ſay—whether, as the commiſſion 


will admit of a favourable and, a large ſenſe, ſo as 


to include Infants, the apoſiles would not natur 
und even neagſſarih, ſuppoſe them comprebended 
therein? And . there was not Aa, moſt 
ſtrong, and moſt manifeſt neceſhy, if CxRI8ST in- 
| tended that Infants ſhould: nat be included in it, 
chat he ſhould haye exprefsly excepted them 8 
The commiſſon viewed in bis, which i is its-praper 
and true light, is ſo far from concluding any thing 
gan the baptizing Infants, that it ſtrongliy fa · 
pports it. For ſince, it is delivered 
in ſuch general. terms as to be capable of admitting 
Infants; and fince, from the above circumſtantes, 
the apoſtles would naturally and unavoidably;un- 
derſtand it as intending their admiſſianʒ it follows, 
that dur — yy -Givny as to theſe, is a ſtrong and 


moſt manifeſt preſumption in their favour 3 and 


that his not encluding, or excepting, them from the 
chriſtian covenant, is, in all equitable conſtruction, 


et 


* 3 ; „ Ss a . 
- 
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#i.Religioo:gf dofatic:Baptiln, 2g 
brought to receive his benediction; and ſaw 
bis bands on them, and ſolemnly declaring 


knew that Bapiiſs wis apipointed 28 u falt fm 


ran. —Hinaih : they knew that Cn ſer came, not 
185 leſſen or abridge the privileges of Gop's church 


a permiſſion at that eee be er | 


* 4 
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„IN Rem. xi. the Apoſtle; diſconting/of the ex 
"21K" Yofion of a chief part of be Jr from tlie 
wile church of Go v, and the reception of be Cen- 
#iles in their ftead';* ſpeaks of it under this figure, 
ver. 17. And' if ſome f the branches (the Jews) be 

b roten of, and bon (a Gentile) being a Wild olive-tree, 
wer gruftel in them, and W1 TH TRAIN par- 
tail of the root and fatneſs of 'the olive tree; boaſt 
not, Sc. Here let it be noted! 1. The olive-tree, 

is the ABRAAUMH ie covenant or churtb; from which, 

the unbelieving Fewy are caſt out; and into which, 

the believing Gentiles are taken in their ſtead. 2. The 

root and fatneſs of this olive-tree; of which the in- 

_ . grafted branibes partake, are the religious privileges 
bf pram, belonging to that covenant or church. 
No 3. It was a very valuable and indiſputable pri- 
vilege of that covenant, chat the faith of a parent 
grafted bis children, together with bimſeſf into that 
alive tree, i. e. admitted them into be church, or 
Into'a"tovenant-relation'to Gov. Therefore 4. The 
unbefeving Jew being cut off from this root, and 
the believing GzwT1LE ' ſucceeding, / and being 
_ grafted into his room, and partaking jointly. with 
the natural. branches of A L L their church-privileges, 
immunities, and grants, he muſt undoubtedly par- 


| nale of THIS * too. 


/ 


What 


dn Religian.of Iufadt Rag tim. 25 
; C Y 


did not graft his Cu IDEEN, together with bim- 
eh, into the viſible, church, before the coming of 

HRIST ? No- Or, that (bis. was not a privilege 
Non it be urged then, that believing GEx- 
T1 LES, are not now takten in to be Zvyxarance 7; 
b Joint;PartarsRrs F the root (r), i. e. of 
the a and grants which the unbe- 

a 


lieuing Jzw hath loſt,? This were highly abſurd: 
for 5 ey are 1 by the apoſtle (s), 


to be T ᷣeee, FELLOW-Hz 1 RS 3 Zuoowpe of 
e SAME Bony, z, and; SHA me Tis tray thai 
ore FAT Akan of tbe. promiſe, 


8 


coneludes for the w, admiſſion of the Infants of 
Believing Guy Tiles together with themſelves, in- 


to the covenant and church of Gop, Is he the 


Will it be ſaid—that the faith bf a parent 


Ihe argument, then, moſt clearly and firongly | 


Cop of. en only Is he not alſo of the Grn- 


TIN $2.4 ob, in the ſame. manner, in the ſame 
Land, did extent, to us, as he was to THEM? 
Fes; be is, undoubtedly, thus a Gor 10 believing 
GzxT 11,85 alſe, Accordingly Iſaiab, ſpeaking of 
the Chriſtian diſpenſation, or the ſtate of the church 
5 der g Mzss1 AR, fais, that not only believers 


d be eſteemed tbe feed of the bleſſed of the Lord, 


GY le Hed ſeed of the Lord) but alſo, EIA 
FSPRING Zogetber with alem (t. 


forbid them not, for of ſurb is the kingdom f Gov, 
And. John iii. 5. Except any one (Tu) ts born of wa- 
ter and of the ſpirit, be cannot enter into the kingdom 


.of Gop. From theſe /wo paſſages, 1 ſay, put to- 


ef 4; E has gether, 


- (t) Rom. A. 1). (5) Eph. ii,6.. + (9 Ia. luv. 23. 


I. From our Saviaur's own words, Matk x. 74. 
| Suffer the 11TTLE CHIIDREN 10 come ume me and 


be 


J ih kingdoms declares chat 5 


_ "eo. 


ber ch night of Bur eo Baptiſm ma ay be alſo 
© el. For i o, they are 245 
asttalhy to ce in Go kingdom ovctiitch; 


and yet zoto bis Kingdom or chureh, ie atber, as 
2 anno aun be adatitred 0 
Neun n ASAT 3 * 99 i —0 : 
Be h, Gp, der the. goſpel, denotes, ei- 
ther the Hf church on earth; of the Ie ont 
in herren. „Anſwerabie te theſe, Hete Ya 4 we 5 
lad regentriagitn;1 namely, a being born cen 
- Water he : baptiſed, wh * — called t 
waſhing af regeneration; Tit, Hi. 5 which a 


of 
isto the de eee ahds 3 1 FS | 
i C.. ſpirit called t:he r 0 
admits iuto 1% in. I Nee bich 


ver of theft enfes the expreſſion is here taken, 
it dee for tlie Baprifen arts rot el | 
: 1 a" x) 15 © TW '” Hats 3 YO 3 Shs 4» 
1. 16 by the kingdom God, 9 175 
Ae dbb on earth! ; Our Ln b, e hb 
deted as havin a d ag . fo. 
ing mem bers Ve that” dec, . Avi, 
which hes as MESSIARH, dame to rule and 50 la ve. 
But, i they are to be cen feed a8 x part of 
Kd, ox wiffble church; they are, then, 10 5% Bay 
ed. or born. agdin of water, e the ly ap: 
pointed rite of n entering ino . Or 
2. If, by the kingdom, of Son, we un 
the r church in hegen into mai fs ates 
| Eagngt enter, except the? are bx cg the fririt, 
ie. pegenerazed, quichened, 4nd raiſed Frum the 
| e But, i they wrt N atig $545] 
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A reſarrefion from the dad i is frequently ſpoken of in 
255 - a bein "s born again, or a regeneration. poke Rom. 
1. 4. XX. 30 Mat. xix. 2 * iii. 
* 0 ar F 1 . Af 


** 


30 Religig of Infat-Bpuns _ 


fudjects of a a regeneration by abe Sg in, they muſt 
be alſo; of Baniiſm; for the bapuiſma uber is no--— 
thing elſe but the appointed (ater ot emblem of this 


.regenerating /piril. Seeing then, tharGop'gratits 
them the, bing Jignifed,: viz. the renewing of Ibe 
_Hoh.Gboſt ; it can never be thought his will, thüt 
the figs or iaten be denied them, vit. the waſhing 
_of regeneration, or Baptiſm, =» 
Ine argument, chen, > concluſive; in whatever | 
ſenſe we take, the fingdm f God. For our Lon 
having, in one place, declared that the irrt 


is the Kix Do: and in another, that except” ar 
one i born of water, baptiſed, be cdnnot enter into 
Wy Kino pom—it..moſt: evidently. follows. that 


'CrxrpREN ſhould be brought to him, breauſe of suo 


- Infants ate capable of being born again f wartr,” or 5 


den becauſe, elſe, they canld not enter into 
this Kingdom, into which our Lox'y here e | 
* — they do enter, and are ddmiited (w). 

It cannot be here {aid--ther the words or aver 
_ to be..undenſioody..notiof. Infants. in years, = 
_ buf of perſons of A chelliir and humble diſpofition. | 
| _ Becauſe, this would repreſent. our Lon D's conduct 
as extremely alſunde. For, why ſhould he be very 

 angey, with his diſciples, for forbidding: Infants in 
N be eee io him, becauſe of 4 per- 
9,12 31 1 een I E. . ens | 
elne 11 A 4 248 9 * bl 2! Io TT 
eherne . [Fobk yi. thus interpreted, are a very 
- peinont and juſt rebuke of Nicodonas's! cowardice.” It is as 
| gh our Lord had ſaid . Exce 3 have the couragi to 
% profeſs openly 1 Bo religion, ſigni yo 4 = 

5, the f a mem 
e 
from — : if you are not born of an higher ur ee 
enn of the ſpirit, or Holy Ghoft; your mind will be never 
4 raiſed to that ſtate of 7 rity and moral rectitude, nor your 
6 . „ o that incorruptibility, ſpirituality and liſe, which is 


— ee to ng admiſſion into wy. i W in : 


by 


— 


; 


nd bleſſed them;"it hence appears—thar*Inſats arc 


| ben am, and prajedy which was an act of gin 
_ - worſhip hardly at all differing | from baptiſng 


1 Mat Vicks and * 


Jens of an humble diſpoſition his kingdom conſiſt· 
ed? There in no juſt connection betwirt his gres 
Hilplemſure ar them for keeping Infants from him; 

and his giving, as the redfon of it, that to quite 
Nen Jubjes, meek and humble perſons, his 

Kingdom belohged.” According to this interpre- 

on, ur .DorD might-rationally have done the 

"Jars, had Tambs or doves'been' going to be preſent- 


died to him; he might have been very” angry with 
- thoſe who ſhduld have for hid them, and have faid— 


aher alem 10 de brought, for or so, i e. of per- 


ons of a meek. and harinlef VOY: 15 TOY 1 wa 


n en en e 
Finally: let it 15 #0449-=ihvr i Gy! 'LotÞ 
bet theſe? Int AN rs into bis arms, tdi hir bands upon 


AA of the divine influence, benediction, and 
Abe operatimm of ib | noL y Sytk't 7; Now hät 
are tibet, but the very things principally intended 


to be repreſented by Re e water? Though 
dur Lonp did not pour tuater un then, 
a prayer for them he perfor med'a"Feligious cere- 
mem on them equally ſolemn,” and of much, (p 


puttip 


haps, exeZh) the ſame pet y he laid bi 


© 180th water, Yea, it was a far preater thing EY as the 


_ ſavior of the world to take up Infants in his arms 


ad. ſolemnly to hleſs them, than for any miniſter 


"now to ho = opchor them NE water" in his home,” aA 
4 boy om 


n V1. hath Wy wojrhy.inch Ude at 
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itt ae 29 
makes an evident diftinBion"berwrixe the children of 
We and the childhen f Indes. 
Several of the Corintbian converts Meng dobe⸗ ö 
| 1 yoke-ſellows, doubted” of che lawfulnels 
f cohabiing.s with” them x and ſermed to think 
themſelves obliged o ſeharate j leſt the of ipring" of 
ſuch unequal wach es ſhould be deemed impure 
and dey to de taken into covenant with God. 
Tbis their doubt ſeemed to be juſt; and to carry 
im it great weight 3 being grounded on the kriown 
conduct of E and the 2 eldeys, in a pa- 
rallel cale. See Era . 1, 2, 3. Nut the apoſtle 
reſolves it, by telling them abul ibe 'unbelieuing 
- yoke-fellow was ſo far ſanfified e ex 
of) ibe believing, as that bei children 'which" m- 
{ de UNCLEAN, are now HOL Y (y). Here 
then we fee a moſt clear and evident tifiniion made 
betwixt the children of belitvers and the children of 
 infidels : the one are UNCLE AN, i. e. do not ſtand 
in any viſible covenant relation to IE HOYA H, and 
the other are bah, i. e. in the ſame ſenſe bly; as 
the Jets were an n taken | into a peculiar | 
_ relation to Go (2). 43%... 
Theſe ſeveral ſcriptures being :partially weigh- 
ed, the propriety and fineſs of bringing children to 
Baptiſm ſeems to be eſtabliſhed" beyond all rational 
doubt. As a coneluſion of this argument I beg 
leave to aſk—Muſt not the CRT IAN diſpenſe- 
ion be allowed, in all things, to have the preference, 
anch 66 be bene chan the Jewisn 2 But, if it æx- 
| L og or finds rom the covenane Nay 
Ya: s ow an 


600 e 14. in ene Dies . IE. 

This ſenti ment, of an/Infant's Heling, e 
"lems dedication to Gop, was perfectly ſcriptural and rational; 
as wal as quite ſuitable to the cuſtom and lan nage of thoſe 
times. As appears from Lale ii. 22, 24. Where it is ſaid, that, 
— to the ſtanding uſage, they brought the Infant j xa 

tha Temble i PRESENT wm to the Lord: Ai it is writ- 
tes in the Law, voy ft born male full be noLy to the Lord. 


FRO Ae: Askese au Ulle 
dung em Banding in aug f, relaionto heaven; 
then here is che, and that a Ang 8 ARG 
dens dersble inltance. ig; which om wt 

on May, $64. 969 4cuPy gr th * 2 hom mighy 


and juſt a reiudicd D N kee 4 . 
Dee hat complaints 
man Would 10 have "heed, 2 


aeg ind bie nge, Gilpeatation,, as cafe 
he CHILDREN aw. of (Gon CovzNanr, and 
parting, thew upon g de with dt of Injuels ond 
Pagans! But, as, their many. and loud 
n e Arligien of Can iN; and the continued 
editions and Feproaches of the Judaizers, we 
id not the leaſt, fadow of acamploint of this kind, 
i mag with great aflurance be concluded, there 
was no ſuch ocgahon given; but that Cur 1STi- 
Nur, a8 it found, ſiꝭ it continued and confirm- 
ed, che Iu FAN ES af good een, o 
Ro K 1 7 . a WE 
Having progee us far in the argument; 
ol beg; leave here to recapitulste, and ſum up he 
-farce of, what has been offered, in the following 
43 which will ſoon "0 ahr enquirer ta an 
auſie iſſue of. che debate. Nr ed L | 
G1 13% ien aida to * RAT oh: 
em Ee not Infants, in, dhe eye or ob- 
ion, of the Gbriftian la, under a nne 
| | —— — as ſinners? 
* II. Are cher nat, Conſeqnentiy, in che 
| oye of chat aw s dal ulöt uad af being 
Aale at nig: d dus 
„Query III. If, then, they are "capable of juſtifi- 
cation and remiſſion, is it not moſt highly: — 
alle and even to ſuppoſe that the Cx 15- 
r law, "which is 4 mlanffeſtatlon of God's 
5 "Ticheſt 1 mercy, to mankind, bas Wale ae for 
| i, and given ſame doken of i LS | a 
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in Rellgio of Infant Biptifm, 31 
Query IV. Were not the-Infants of believers - 
takes into covenant with Gop ; and did they not 
ſtand in a moreAmmetiate felalign ta him, than the 
Infants of unbelieving Canaanites, Moabites, &c. 
both under the Abrabamic and Moſaic diſpenſations? 
And was not this a A d Kue 
to theſe Aibe e . | 
Query V. Are not the Infants of us, Chriſtians, 
as capable of this rom Wy of VID 
into God's" covenunt, ast their (che e e 
were: bat if duts AKE Mr 5 d not, here an im- 
portant circumſtance in which beth "the Adthbamiit. 
and Meſaic* difpenſations were rr * to 
RA. and manifeſted 8 Grace than 
the di 1 5 Js us & 167 Bir ex this 
: p99 101 To i. * 
h VI Ale not the Iilfantz of Cotto trans 
(who are e an Boh prigfi®hed, and who ſucceett 
to all the privileges of the tei tharch) ate not, 
I ſay, their Tofatits ee Nee oe 
ing diſcipled;, as the Infants of che prieftbord 
were, of beivg enrolleu in the) teryple regiſtet, und 
entered as WS ers to Haren rr Be and as pA 


ech ren 2 keeding the t of 1he ſanttuary 7601 


andi are got Tofants as 15 able; 25 the Chyiſim 


covenant, of being baptiſed 45 they were of cir⸗ 
camcifion 'both' br hi Abrabamic and Moſaic? 
Let the, ſcriptures, then, interpret themſelvæs; 
and one part of the divine diſpenſation be ſuffered 
to explain the other. (of which ber, it was intetid® 
ed to be a gu, of type) and we ſhall find it per- 

fectly ehe, to the cy and file of © W 
tage. as well as to the reaſon © bie % 
ſhould' be admitted as members of the 2 5 
church, and are therefore included i in the commiſ- 
fon to baptiſe. A ater aan Poet brug 
| ARGU- 


” yu. Numb. i. 6, 7, 8, 28. 
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IHE de of Elan was the andlulied prac. | 
tice of che. Chriſtian church, in its pure and 


5. | 22 the e immediately ſuccecding the 
. 


Van le. could. not but know w the A pos- 
29%. 1c dorine and ahtg uns a5 10 this matter. 
1 is, 1 apprehend, to be an argument of great 
weight. For the enquiry being about 4 Facr, 
which could-nor bat be det) and perfefth known; 
and not poſſible. 4 be. miſlaken, in the ages imme- 
diately ſucceeding. the Apg/les z the he of tbo 
, concerning Ibis. fart, muſt needs be of great 
- - moment in deciding the point, —Whethet the 
N Es and EYANGE L1STs formed the fr/? 
throughovr the whole world, upon be 
"plan of Inrant-BarrioM 3. or NOT ; that is to 
_- ya; whether. they admitted Infants, together with 
” theiriGeleving parents, into the church by Baptiſm ; 
et nor ſo admit them, was 4 fall of ſuch na- 
ture as could not bot be evident, and indubitably 
known, to A the Chriſtians of the f age. Nor 
Was it, humanly ſpeaking, poſſible that the Aros- 
Forte prefix in this. point ſhould be Untvex- 
slr departed from, diſuſed and thrown out, in 
_ ſaber a ſpace of time, as we ſhall preſently ſee the 
© Baptiſm of Ine ants to have UNIVERSALLY pre. 
ve, To prepare the way to this proof, I beg 
"leave to premile theſe two things. 
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t. To weaken the teſtimony of the ancient rl. 
a ters and. fabers upon this point, ſome have Objeck- 
ed the many ſooliſh and abfurd pine and inter- 
pretations of ſeriptute with which their writings 
- abound,,,. But this is extremely. weak. © For they 
ate not here appealed to as reeſonets,: or interpreters, 
17 only as bilorion ROY to 2 r n 

4 . 

2. Hany chink-it/itange, that we have ab r 
expreſs teſtimonies to this practice of the church, 
in the wtitings of theſe fathers, let him to conſider. 
That the far greater part of their writings are 
Joſt 3 and that it is but little more than their names 
and a few. pieces. of their works, eſpecially as to 
the n age, that ate tranſmitted dow to us 
Aad alſo, that the Baptiſm of Jn/ah/# being then 
uniuerſall) pract iſad, and no doubts or diſpute hav- 
ing ever been moved about it; and it being like- 
wie the cotiſtant ever · pre vailing cuſtort of all the 
enemies of Chriſtianity, both Jews and Pagans, to 
admit Infaws to a participation of their religious 
_ Ceremanies and tiles together with their parents. 
Theſe things confileted, it will not appear range 
that this point is ſo rarely touched on in the wr. 
tings. of thoſe times. There area thouſand religi- 
ons books written in the preſent ape, in which the 
leaſt hint is not to be found about dap of In- 
ants, though the point has now been ſo lg and 
ſo warmly controverted amongſt us: much leſs, 
then, ſhould one {expect to find any thing but a 
few alluſions and hints as to this matter, in the * 

of thoſe early time. 

This being premiſed, we procted to the teſti 
: monies. The Zr/t ſnall be from 
Josrix Martyr, who wrote about farc year's 
after the Apoftolic age. He fays © Kai e 28e 
** 4% TAN erat, 2 10 Sopumat Tera o ©: wad ov 
tha gureubnaay r pow.” - —** Severat perſons a—_ 
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ald, - who- were proſeptad, or made diſciples, to 


4%: CHRIST in, er from, their do continue un- 
ere a),.“ Now, 'proſelyied 10 Cux sr from 

- their inſancy, they could not be, without being, 
from theit infancy, conſidered and treated as pro- 
ſelytes to ChHRISTH; that is, without being from 
their infancy baptiſed —For whoſoever +wabwtwbnoar 
rv Me were diſcrpled or profetyred to CHR IST, were 
- by his expref8order, *Mar. xxvili. 19. Jo be baptiſed: 


1 Note /eventy gears ftom Jus r ix eatries us back, 
almoſt, into the middle of the AOS TOL rc ge. 
law us, ho wrote about fxty ſeven years af- 


ter the Apoſtles; and was born, it is ſaid, ſome 
| years before the death of S. Fobn, ſays concerning 

Canis.“ Omnes enim venit per - ſemetipſum 
. ** falyare;3 omnes inquam, qui per eum renaſcun- 


e ftur in Deum, Inr Ar ES & par vulos & pueros 


& jovenes (b).. That be came io ſave all per- 


| * 4+ fons by bimſelf 3 all, I mean, who by bim are rege- 


. i perajed, i. e. baptiſed; unto God, InranTs and 
luis ones, and youths and elder perſons.”-—That the 
word renaſcur, regenerated, in the writings of theſe 
antients, particularly of Irenexs, is moſt familiarly 
uſed to ſigniſie, : baptiſed, fee from a vaſt variety of 
inſtances proved, beyond all doubt, in Dr. Wall's 
, Hiſtory of Infant Baptiſm. \ Vol. I. Chap. iii. F 2, 3. 

and Defence pag. 318, 324. And that by In- 
FANTS, are here meant, Children, before they 
come to the uſe of reaſon, is evident, not only as 
#beſe muſt neceſſarily be included in the AaLt whom 
he came 10 ſave ; but alſo becauſe, after he had 
mentioned Tafants and otbers- regenerated, he runs 
over the ſeveral ranks of age agaio; but with this 
* Femarkable difference, that whereas he mentions 
---@}- Juſt, Martyr, Apol. ii. EGS IP 

e) Irenzus ads; Hires lib. iii, cap, 39; 


# 
o 


in 6 Rdligion of Infant Ragin: my 
the benefit of Cur 17's example, as what was to be 
taken by each of the other ranks, via. the parvus; 
the judenes and the ſemores, he lais no ſuch thing 
conc the Infants; for this reaſon, no 
doubt; viz. that beſe only, of all the g 8 6. 
ranks: were incapable of this benefit. 
 FBRTULLIAN, Who flouriſhed abour an bon. 
| ded years after the Apoſtles, is the only perſon, 
among the antients, who adviſes to defer the Bap- 
| tiſm of Infants, except in caſes of neceſſity or in dan. 
ger of death, But his adviſing to deer it, except 
in caſes of-neceſſuy, is an inconteſtibſe proof that 
the bapti/ing of Infants was the practiſe of thoſe times. 
And as he appears to be quite fngular in this his 
advice; ſo, that he was extremely uh and 
abſurd in his opinions on this, as well as ſeveral other 
points of — chr who have read his works 
pe For, upon the ſame grounds 
2 — he recommends the 2 iſm 
of Infants; he adviſes alſo That 
„ - ſons: ſhould: be kept off from this ſacrament, bo are 
© likely to come into"templation ; as well thoſe tho ne. 
& wer were married, as thoſe in widowhood ; until they 
<< either marry, or be confirmed in continence. ' They 
„ wha underſtand the' weight of Baptiſm will rather 
« dread the receiving of it, than the delaying of it (c).“ 
This is Tx&TuLLTaNn's reaſoning upon the 
point; but we have nothing to do wich bar; all 
we cite him for is a voucber to an antient fact, to 
prove that in bis days Thfants were baptiſed. To this 
fact he bears ineonteſtible witneſs. His ſaying — 
4 Itaque pro cujuſque perſonæ conditione, c. 
« Therefore according —2 condition, diſpoſition 
% and: alſo age, the delaying of Baptiſm is more profi- 
* * 1 in the * of * S _ his 
| "g 


the | 


„ 


e) Tert. de Bapriſio, cap. 18, 


. le e ie rain of G, 4 e. to the laver of 


"Ip © s6hiok Fertallian| advites, 


r Meral Purpoſes pd Uſe | 
3 Quid ſeſtinat innocens ætas ad remiſſi- 


tt onem pecentorum ? tenim neceſſe eſt, fi 
non tam neceſſe . res etiam in · 
te geri. t My does thint innarant age: make fuch 


* ' Baptiſm? /#hot accafion 55 there, exreps: in caſes 
Ga ee, #bd! ile : ſponjors ur godfathers, be 
© brought imo danger (d) ? Theſe plaioly 
prove the tha n __ * 
pracliccof des en m 04 (£937 e 4 
Note, There are ſame, / who upon very woke 
ble tonne, underſtand theſe of Nerrui. 
lian as relating an to the Ba of the Zufauts bf 
Hrair nx parts; which when they came into 
their power by purobaje, canqaeſ, Gic. the! Cbriſtiam 
_ of thoſe ures. were wont ta ; And that it 
i only raidelay:che baptiſing uf Ian fafantruvtheic, 

— _ * * 
er e: Daene 

| 832 chis point, of iar dx, 
bat tranſiently touched on by theſe aur weiters: 
here having yet no ©! — vat 
church which might give \vecalion to their ſpeak- 
ing mare amg concerning it. But about 2075 
tima, there aroſe ſome diſpute about Org 63x 47. 
SIu, or the natute and degree of that pollution 
with which ew born Tofants ate tainted. -Hence- 
— therefare, we (ſhall find more dire and 
bes dn pallages relating to their Raptimm. 

uon, about an hundred and lan years after 
** Apoſties, ſpeaking of the pollution which 
clea ves to Infants, — his etiam. Br - 


e, chi 40e let it he coufbdered.;, 1obat ig the eu- 


„en, ibut tuburear the Baptiſm of the church is given 
fir de forgiveneſs, Iur A 8 alſo. by be uſage ef 
1 40 church are BAPTISED: when” if there were 
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Wia days 
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in Raligion of Tofant'Baptifai, 37 
6 nutbing in IN#anms which wanted forgiveneſs and 
„ mercy, the grace of Ba £7436 wald he needleſs 10 
e ende)“ 2: n ea e 
Aud n een baptizantur in remiſs 
$5 =nam. * Aufs AA BAPTISED fur . 
— Of ubat nud Or: when:bave they = 

t fanned? Or bows can any. vcafon of | rhe laver bold 
t Ind in their-caſe . hut according Io Abu, Jnſe befor 
54 \ mentroned ;' none is free frum pollution, ih ough 
his life be but the length of one day | 
earth ? ul it is for Abt ngen, * 
„ ſacrament. of Baptijm.1he polin/ton of aur b d 0. 
„den away, \thatInranTs AA BAPTISED (4); 
In another areatiſe he i- 0 Fro hoc & eccle- 
ua“ alſoitavas, that the church bad 
tr from & tradition; or order, 1 o061vVR 
BAT x32 ate IN au¹ν,ε For alen ia cubom 
<< the divine nyſſexies were compmuilted, knew that there 
ö in all per the natural” pollution of Siu, tubicbh 
. mil le dont ama by water and be pirit (g). “ 
There are other paſſages of Origen, full to this 
paint: but bg already cited, abundantiy prove 
the Baptiſw & -Iifants to be the ſtanding a of 
That they dre genuine and authentic, 
n ſhewrvin Dr. Mull's 1 Infant Bap. 
aim, Vol. I. pag. 58. —and defence, pag. . | 
Note. Qaz6 2x was born, about eig. 
after the age of the Ages; and if baptiſed 2 K. 
Fangy (as there is. na reaſon to queſtion but he was, 
hi father and grand father having both been Criſ 
_ tians) here is clear proof of its practice very near the 
Apoſtolic age. Though he reſided chiefly at Alex- 
andria in Egypt, he had, been converſant in almoſt 
| 1. (he: dead W e abe world. His teſti- 


9 


(e) Homil vil ae oh na 15 
00 Ibid. Comment. in Epiſt. Rom. I. = | 


38 The: Moral Putpoſes and e 
ny, therefore; 10 be 
0 the ſerife of them all (h). a 53 


e next proceed to Crriian, 8 | 
e bundred an years after the Apoſtles; 
— if it he polſible, get more and indu- 
bditabſe \ceſtimodiy to bit fat. Ia his time (Au 
Domini 25 3) a bet ſs e 
vened at Caribage; one Fidus,: 2 country 
faur ene {ſome doubt (not whether 
| ED ber) whenker A 
them, till were eig bt 
2 5 
this . decreed— 
66 That the haptifm of Infants was nat 10 be deferred: till 
% erghtb day —And after many things ſpoken 
to the point they —— — Wa 
_ ««. homines impedi i aliquid. BF any thing could = 
4 binder men from Baptiſm, it will be bemous fur, 
% ubich will dalur the adult and mature ibere from. 
5 And if thoſe wabo have fined extremely, yet if after- | 
„ ward they believe, are baptiſed; and no man is pro- 
„ bibited from: this grace ; bot much more ought not 
p AN INFANT. 10 be 1 who, * BUT. 
,t BORN, i ' guilty" of 10 fin, but f original = 
« which: be contratied from Anan.— Wherefore, 


p45 


name ou by us; which as it is 10 
® be-abſerved with 1 Jo qperialy with - 
5 e to deer, nd: wn hay | | 

4 17 SEES 22 7 
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2 8 ons we ball fr pen, the ep wich which whe 
conclude in our fart. a | ! 


in Religion of Infant: Baptiſm, 39 

as  Josr von, b eee the vein 

( ). LLP | 

| Heſe, then, it inconteibly a appears, that the 
Infants was the conſtant, 'eſtabliſhed 
_ the church at ibis time: inaſmuch, as 
neither the perſon who propoſed the doubt, nor 
any one of the ſix biſpops who anſwer it, made 
the leaſt 'queſtjon of the Baptiſm” of Infants,” but 
ſpeak of it as a thing ert icknowledged and 

practiſed j in the church. 

No, as this was but an Bundred and fifty years 
after the Apoſtles 3 and ſome of theſe biſhops may 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed ſeventy or eighty years old: 
if they were baptiſed in * infancy (which can 
with no reaſon be doubted) it carries up the 
tice to within eighty years of the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves. And at the time of their infancy; there were 


many alive who were born within the very age of 


the Apoſtles, and could not but certainly and infal- 
libly know what the Arosrol 10 praflice and ap- 
| 2 was to this matter. 

The CLEMENTINE ConSTITUTIONS (a book 
| thought by ſome to be of very great antiquity 3 
and by all acknowledged to be extant in the fourth 
or fifth century, and to contain a good account of 
the antient diſcipline and practice) have this ex- 
preſs admonition ** Balierrt q uh Y ra nr. 

« And BAPT ISE YOUR INFANTS, and bring them 
«© up in the nurture and admonition of God :** for he 
ſais, “ Suffer the little children to come unto me, and 
« forbid them not.” - 

There are ſeveral other teſtimonies, from Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus ; queſt. & reſpon. apud Fuf.. 


Martyr ; Greg. Nazian ;, Baſil ; Ambroſe ; Chryſoſtom ; 
and OP ol 22 to this D. to be ſeen in 


Dr. 


li) Cyprian Epiſt. ad Fidum. Epilt. 6 


Dr. Far: Aer of Infomt: 


—.— 
their BarT AN; 


had 
| 74 N 7 1 thoſe who wanted it. _ Vid, Wall 5 hiſtory, 


4 . Mend kene, nm 


49g. long th be 
only, upon 
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here inſerted ; 1 ſhall further 
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755 e 


* e eee ori- 
ginal n to prove leg — — . 
en 


« baptiſed for the remiſion en) Pr if they 2 none 2? 
PzL4aGivs — embarraſſed ip 
I ot rs much it 
dis nns Te . eee 


0 Tt is ſorprifmg, ck eee} Ce- 
e nod their followers, endeavour to eyade the force of this 
they acknowledged laſajts to have ace 


272 and that their r and ub ranger 4 is be 
| as foch Sometimes, they 


way. a Eac LR kh hrage tion 4 
Are brought to the baptiſmal laver. Sometimes, 1 
Nee. were not baptiſed the forgi uaneſi of far; but 


| th t they. may be made heir of 4 wo N thar 
* 


were 6 Sifu for for 9 thar they had any fin, 

bur that hs ei; i the hb be kept: or, be. 
— they were baptiſed into the — N Jargiweneſs 
ws te be had and,with.2 ſactament. Which means 


0 difficulties they thoughtthemſelr reduced, : 
to recovcile their opicron. with che Baprifm of lofiints. But, 
had been all inflamly removed, and the battery which ſo 
 anhoyed them been demoliſhed at once, by only denying that 
Intants were to be * I ſo * are ay from this, 
that 


/ 


I Religion of Infant Biptiſm. 11 | 
— bim\cv wx wv chi Blphie bf Taftnts, hag 
there been any poſits ground for it; and to do al! 
that in him lay, — -difprove it. Had 
it been an imodaion, a depariere from the Ap s- 
roh praller; it is impoſſible but fo very learned 
and acute a perſon as Pelagius, who lived ſo near 
the Apoſtles, and had been perſonally converſant in 
ſome of the moſt noted ehurches of Elrope, fs 
aud Ara, muſt hive been able to diſover it; and 
both to have and to give at leaſt ſome "ſtrong ſuſ- 
pieion of it. But does the very ſagacious Pelagius 
attempt any thing like this? No: ſo far Roa) i it, 
that ſome of his adverfries having drawn as 4 con- 
of his opinion, bar Infants are not 10 be bap- 
| warmly diſclaims it; and with indigna- 
tibn complaints. Se ab hominibus· ĩnfamari 
J neget parvulis Baptiſmi ſacramentum. That be 
«© had been ' repreſented by meh, ts denying 
« the ſacrament of Baptiſm 10 Ihfants.”* And adds 
„ Nunquam fe, vel i aliquem hæreticum, 
WM” er "Ss hoc CE een de parvulis di- 
1 ceret.“ 


# : ® . 
£ : 


kar they be not to have raiſed the leaf doubt of this kink 

Pelhagites owns, as above cited, And Celeſtia. .confeſles, that 
Infant are to be baptiſed actording to rhe rule of the | UNIVER» 

| chureb. 
ate. 7, elagius © and Coleins were Toky one in Britain, the 
other in reland ; they lived a ny <5 in Rome, the then 
dender of the world, and re end of the church: th 
were both; for ſome time, — in Syica; then, t 
one. ſettled at Jeruſalem i the other travelled through all the | 
noted Greek and Zaſtera churches, in E and fa. If | * 
— had, then, been any church, or number of churches, , 

oughout the whole world, not orily in that, but in the two 

| reve. 1 ges, who denied the Baptiſt of Infants ; it is im- 

1 — 7 learned awd ſagacidus perſons muſt | 

known, or 4 it: and that they would not have | | 

_ to take mighty advantage from it, to check the triu 

ts j and to wreſt from them * by 


ek of all others, chey were moſt grieyoully 0 


NyA— —— —— — — — ˙— - — — — —— << — — 


42 oe * 0 Ul 
| 12 ce ret. That be never beard; no not evem um 
c imhicuis Heretic, . who would. ſay "that which be had 
pans vx. that unbaptiſed Hfants are not 
ble to the condemnation of the firſt man, and 
„ that they are not to be cleanſed by the regene - 
& ration of — 3 A 2 And then proceeds—5+ Quis 
's enim ita licæ lectionis ignarus eſt, Ec. 
Fr ub is ſo ignorant of that which is read in ibe 
40 goſpel as I ds not ſay boldy wo affirm, but even liphily 
«. 4% ſaggel, or even 10 imagine» ſuch a thing ? In a 
« bernd, toba can be ſo impiaus, as id hinder INF ANTS 
« from being B AP TASED: and burn again in CHRIST: 3 
« and fo male them miſs of the kingdom of Gon?“ 
And having cited theſe: words of our Saviaur 
Ta iii. 5. uo ane can enter into the kingdam f Gor, 
except be is born again of water and , the ſpirit, he 
| goes on—++-Quis ille tam impius eſt qui cujuſlibet 
tis parvulo.“— —< bo is there jo impions as to 
<<, yefuſe io an INFANT, of what” age ſocver, ibe com 
, non redemption of mankind 49 Ausr ix alſo; re- 
citing the above-mentioned deciſion of the council 
at Carthage, which determines that Infants are in no 
e 10 be denied Baptiſm, adds, — Non ſolum in 
i catholica eccleſia, verum etiam in qualibet he- 
s reſi vel ſchiſmate conſtitutis, non memini me 
L aliud legiſſe.“ v That neither: from ſuch as were 
« of the cabolic church, nor of 2 as belonged 10 any 
4% ſet or febifm;"obaiſaever, be - remembered not to 
* bave read otherwiſe in any writer (m).” i.e. of any 
who denied, that Infants were baptiſed upon the ac- 
count of original ſin. . This tbe cburcb bas ALWAYS 
* had; bas AL Wa vs held (n). n 


| | Rm. Ta ths" now, are tbe 1 on ien reſt . 
= th der of ibis hgh and by which we 


(Auſtin dv years Origen, cap. 17, 18. (m) l de | 
nat, &þ | cab 6. (n) Thid, Serm. x. de verb. Apoſt. 


in Ii Radien iy Iaftdt Baptiſm. 43 


prove the Baptiſm of Infants to have been the praffice 


of the Chriſtian church, from the very beginning. 
Fuſtin Marr about forty years; Ireneus about fixty- 
even; and Tertullian about an bunired years after 
tbe Aro, give plain intimations of its being 
the-Chrifian' practice in their times. From Origen 
an hundred and ten ears; and from Cyprian and the 
from. of ay ae biſhops, one bundred and fifty —— 
| the above date, we have indiſputable proof of 
being then the efabliſbed and Saniing uſage of 
— church. And ain and Pelagius, about three 
bundred and ten years after the Apoſtles (though the 
latter was under the ſtrongeſt rempration, and even 
nergſicy to deny the Baptiſm of Infants, had there 
been any belli ground for it) acknowledge, 
that: they. never beard; vor. read of any, 'whether true 
Chriſtian, Heretic,” on Schiſmatic, who: denied Bap- 
tiſm to Infants. This 1 ls the Wen! let us now 
argue from it. 
1. AL t ihe chr ches; Bambou this wobols Clrif: 
tian world, were in the age of tbe Apoſtles, formed 
and eſtabliſhed upon ow and dhe SAM plan. That 
is to ſay, they 41. L either baptiſed Infants; or elſe 
they ALL rejected them from „1 What the 
opinion, and the practice, of the Apoſtles was in 
this matter, (who were ſent out into all the world 
to preacivand eſtabliſn churches) muſt be perſect- 
ly, univerſally, infallibly-&vown 5'nor could it poſ- 
fibly be miſtaken, by any one ſingle church through- 
out the whole earth, during the Apeſtlic age, The 
Corinthians, for inſtance, the Galatians,” the Theſſa- 
lonians, Ee. all perfectly knew, whether Paul and 
his companions, when the baptiſed and formed 
them into a church, baptiſed heir Iu PAN alſo ; 
or elſe reed them from Baptiſm. And 
2. As to the age, gf open 1 the 
] les; it is impoſſible that THzy could be ig - 
e He Wang 


+4 . AG 
w an fact. They cauld not 


de in the n du, now their fathers had receiv- 
ed and learut ſram the -Apeſ les, and practiſed as to 
ä 2 . „Pas whether Infancs. were, or were 
chen bagtiſed 2 was ſo notopions and plain a 
"HAN ſo public and conſpicuous a nature, 
d not poſſihiy 9 L ot 
7 ol pig TARFIOUKAR: URUTIAS, wing 

_ wan earth. ( 27 kt TY 3 3 ini 
= Nom it aA the churedes diboughontcharnarld; 
re really eſtabliſbed by — han 

A ood Abl Baptiſm i and 2 
INF ume, and, ferdid — baptiſed ; 
— — . thing abſalutely inraucei uable, and 
POW HEKET Y, that the Baptiſm 
22 — — — widely, univerſal. 
ly preves,, throughout the whale. world, as wehavo 
nag ſeen it ta have ne-. 
For if the Baptiſm of Infants l 
70 iaſtitition and practice, hom muſt che per- 
Sow: S Ws attempted: to introduce jt, be re- 
d not 1 0 their neighbour Chrifians 
| — ery ont upon the ixwua(ion, and de- 
| — By What authbriey do ya pteſume td 
ö porfotm this. quite, NW. this. dnheard af-- and 
4 ceremony. of: baptiſing an Ham I. 
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have preſently been replied ypon them with un· 
anſwerable ſtrength ?-— But did not the Ales 
and firſt preachers of chriſtianity underſtand the 
* true ſenſt and force of theſe wats pow Yet: not 
„ one of them all; nor am exe of their followers, 
ever baptiſed an Infant, as we all perfectly know, 
* and as yoù cannot but on. Look into all the 
*«. churches throughout the whole earth, into ria, 


Falgliue, gps, Greece, Iraq, Africk, Spain, £96. 
and you will find there never: was ſuch a thing 


* known, I Ig Fe e f 


tiſing an Infant.“ ö 
Wa a'r ! E greatly ao: auld the of dads 


uſers of Infants» poſhbly. reply? Could they urge 
that it was: ic injunction and practiet ; No: 
the whole Chriſtian — | 
them, and — — wo 
pretence../ Couid they hope then — is 
pnvention of their own 3 yea, was it aZyallyeftabliſhed, 
in direct oppoſition to the Ao LAG aubority,/and 
to their ben perfectly well-known: inſtitution and 
—Im to imagine!!! 
a then l I aſtt agein, could the / baptiſers 
off Infucte wee: in favour of their practice? Or 
bow was it poſſible, it ſhould: be receiuad, yea pre- 
vale 2 prevail, that the very leatned 
acute Pelapins about three: bundred years after, 
— heard of. a church amongſt either Catbolct 
or Hlerutics, who did not iſe Infants, if ALL 
the. churches in the "oe were — 
Apoſtles: upon the directly o an 
and when the perſons who Hit began this practice 
could not but on, that the authority and example 
of Al th Apoties, and of ALL. the primitive:'Chriſo 
tians, and of Al the cbarubes in the world” were 
abſolutely againſt them? 
Well; but ſuppoſe a few prrſons were of ſo odd 
a tyrn of mind, -as to run. into this quite 2 2 | 
unhears 


 . © unheard of 


% ee eee Furpoſes n e 
„of bapriſing Ix pam Ts 31can'it 
be imagine that/whols churches would'beled blind- 
tp away after them Or, if whole churches might 

de thus ſeduced'y/ could whole nations be ſo too ? 
Tea if hole nations might; can it enter into the 
heatt of any reaſonable man, that x TURN 
rn of the CVviſtiam world, bottr: the tatern and 

tte tugſtern churches; in the ſpace of about iu bun- 
—_ drell years, aniverfalhsfell-im with this - anti apaſtolic 
_ rite of l 
apoſtatiſed: from the primitive and 
Cnaisr as to this matter! It were the 
abſui n to ſurmiſe ſuch a ching. 1 
he t of the 3 
mightilyi inereaſed / by reme hat a vaſt 
funaber;of, . ing uid tho 
Christian church was; rent into many angry and 
euntending parties, during theſe mes (p). fo 
_ ſrcaia\camtUry;c00 the age immediately following 
5 there were thoſe who took their —— 
from Cerintbut; Ebiong Valentinus, 
cron, .Monianus ; and the whole — 
into wo furious: and angry ſects, the caſtern an 
the teeffern, by the controverſie about egſter. bs. 
the; zbird Lag le r. Neustian, Galellius, 
* Wilen followers; 


| Now theſe: . — inflamed- . by 
divine: permiſſion, the church was then divided, 
werd watchful! and ſevere ſpies u 5 each others 
conduct: ſo that if any of them had imnauated in 
this matter, of baptiſing infants, how readily would 


85 | 1 tube reſt have entered their proteſt againſt it, and 


exclaimed loudiy upon the innovation? But, it. ſeems, 
o far were they hides; AS _ T e roage 
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u Religion of Infant Baptim. 4 
wflatned' and angry as to other points; laying 
aſide their animoſity; they all pad aps 

the affair of bapti/ong” Inſauis, to depart from bh 
apoſtolic practice; and by an unaccountable confeds. 
racy connive at one another in this qangerous ſuper- 
Strange l beyond all belief! That amidit 
their many mutual accuſations, reproaches, com- 
plaints, we meet not, in all antiquity, with ont 
upon this head; and not a man, 'Carbolic nor fle- 
retic, dropping a ſingle word againſt this groſs in- 
novation z except, perhaps, Tertullian and he not 
abſolutely, (if at alf) eenſuring it; and ſupporting 
his diſlike of it, by reaſons which are no ee e 
dat, a diſhonour to any cauſm. 

For an hundred years after the death of —— 
LES, their authority was ſufficient, our brethren 
acknowledge, to keep ſuch an innovation from en- 
tering the church. They therefore uſually place 
the introduction of this — about the beginning 
of the third century. But behold! in the ſhort 
| ſpace of about zwo hundred years more; without a 
ſingle precept to warrant, or a ſingle example to en- 
courage it, yea with the well-known practice of the 
Aposr LES themſelves, and of ALL ibe churches they 
ever planted throughout the whole world, confeſ- 
ſedly, - openly, directly again it; under all cheſe 
diſadvantages, the Baptiſts of Tyfants, it ſeems, fo 
EVERY WHERE. prevailed, that upon the face of 
the whole earth there was not a church found where 

it was not performed To him that believes _ 
what can be incredible! © 

Some, perhaps, to evade the forve of ro ff: 
going argument, may object There have been 
« otber great corruptions, ſueh as image. cuor ſbip, 
1 tranſubſtantiation, Sc. which have alike univerſally 
te prevailed in the church. But the anſwer is ex- 
tremely obvious. 1. This is far from being ue; 
| 5 nay 


* 


_— 


— 


worſhip, nor tranſubſtantiation, ever um verſaly pre- 
wied. The latter has by the grea/mr part of be 
— Chriſtian church been in all times rejected as it is 
at this day: and though the farmer, ſince the ſe- 
With century, has ſpread itſelf wide, and too g- 
aenally prevailed ; yet it was not withqut mighty | 
Aruggles and appoſitions in the church: numerous 
Hua of biſhops zcaloully declared againſt it: ſo- 
lem dectees of countils,, not in one kingdom or 
church only, but in diverſe regions of the earth, 
publickly condemned it: the arm both of ciu and 
alitary pawer:was: firenuouſly excried to eftabliſh 
and ſupport it: grievous perſecutions were raiſed 
upon its account + and many teftined their abhor- 
rence of it by. bitter ſufferings, and death itſelf. — 
And is hi- a caſe at all parallel to that of Ivfani-Bap- 
tiſu which we have now been coſidering? The moſt 
prejudiced jodgment muſt confeſs it is not. Beſides 
vailed, as If Bapuiſm ever did ; yer would this, 
by no means, have put them upon an equal foot 
with that ; or have made the caſes at all parallel. 
Fot, when the Riſbep of Roms had claimed and was 
acknowledged to be the infollible bead, the ſupreme 
paſar of the church, the wicor of Cz 1 57, Sc. when 
enperors and kings. 100k upon them to convene coum- 
eils, to explain doctrines, and eſtabliſh faith by dint 
of civil authority 3 cheriſhing and upholding one 
party by worldly honours and preſerments; but 
terrifying and cruſhing others by baniſhment, con- 
_ Giſtations, impriſonment and death: finally; when 
ie clergy had-botb the tetrors and the riches of this 
world, moch at their diſpoſals and the ſpirit of 
m ia, farmuude, and faith began to hnguiſh in 
"the church (as it miferabiy languiſned, in the 
times . 
n | | No roug 
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3 - - Vibe in): and a bl of pride and domination, of 
 Jenſuality "and ub ſprung up in its room. When 

this, 1 fay; was the cafe, Tock an iariverſal departure = 
from the Rpoſtles doctrine and practice may ſeem 
eaſily to be dee for, and has nothing in it 
ſo range. But when the circumſtances of be 
church wete the very reverſe of all this; harrafſed 
and ſeverel y preſſed. by perſecutions from without; 
= into various, ſects and angry parties within; 
ſityte of worldly bonsurs to recommend, and 
worldly terrors to 2 5 any doctrine or practice ; 
and lg no viſible, ſupreme, infallible” 
head, as having dominion over its faith ; when this 
was the caſe (as in the ibree firſt centuries, when 

Infant. Baptiſm has been ſhewn univerſally to prevail, 

it manifeſtly was) every one ſecs the wide * voſt 

difference; and muſt confeſs the impoſſibility of ſo 
univerſally corrupting the AyosTo0L te doctrine and 
practioæ of baprifing on Ly the AbvuLT, if any ſuch 
there had been; SA of foiſting in, throughout 
the whole world, Infant- Baptiſm in its ſtead... 

So that, upon the whole, it appears a clear and 

a very ſtrongly atteſted fa#7,—That the practice, ot 

Zapliſng of IN raN TS was primitive and apoſtolic; 

and that the frf Chriſtian churches were every 

where formed and eſtabliſhed upon bis ſcheme. 
But the ExAMyrzs of Scripture Bain, our 
brechten are wont to urge, are all on their ſide. 
This is confidently,” indeed, aſſerted; but upon 
a cloſer examination will be found a manifeſt miſe © 
tale. There being not, in the whole ſeripture, 
oN ngle inſtance of the 3 for which they 
plead, and which is practiſed amongſt them, viz.” 
that thoſe wobo are — of. Chriſtian parents, are to. le 
 Juffered is become adult before they are baptiſed.— This, 
it isto be obſerved carefully, is the point in queſtion 


betwint 0 Lg for the caſe pf adult Page huet. or 
enn H | | Ton- 
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"if th Moral Papel _ Uf 
converts to chriſtianity, agree, are 255 
abs dame till the hey pry ls 1555 
ſuch dr 
are df no pertinence nor 
e CRT: pens 3 = 
. 
8 only point in debate what 1s, | 
ue Themb ro of theſe proſeiztes Are they to 
be: baptiſed with their parents? Or; PETE 
he Jet alone till ge become adult, a Md ple be 
1 u p99 thei perſanal profeſſion? This latter, 
dur 3 but have not in the whole ſcrip- 
ture, I again erm; it, ane inſtauce of ſuch practice; 
no, nor any ſhadow or appearance of it. Their 
 boalts, therefore, A ſcripture inflances,, precedems, 
are meer ſound, and nothing elſe. Where- 
d the inſtance of Zydia, Acts xvi. 14, 18. (not to 
mention Stephanas and the jayler) ſtrangſy favours 
our practice; whoſe faith alone is mentioned, and, 
damedlch Iris aided, * wen were e 
* 2 2 vs St 13 * 
755 tts. 7 e purpoſes o 
, Infant-Baprjm, 
. e ee © ave Sebel petrol this 
Baptiſm of Iofants? or, L 


iſe in religion ? It were ſufficient to raply of the 
- fat benefit and uſe as Infant: circumriſun was; which 
ds acknowledgedco have been infoined by Gad, and 
. Pradiyed hy his church, for more than π e thouſand 
e hut Ladd; it is of great moral btnafit; as 
dis hoth a ſalamn wow or dedication. on our part, and | 
_ a, grafious.tongfaws. ard prumiſe on Gone | 

„Fiss. Tins ſulemn tit dec osdan 5 
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7 Religion of Infant Baptiſm. 51 
tis on covenant with Gop: binds hidi- 
ws ya facred ptomiſe to watch over the immortal 
ſoul,. now committed to his charge, and to train it 
up In manner 3 and devores firſt bimſelf, 
aid then his beipleſs Infant, to the divine — 
ald care. By being bap/i/ed into the Name, thie 
child is folemnly g * to the dominion and fa- 
wur, and is e as the peculiar property, tlie 
fubject and charge, of the Fa TH ER, and of the Sou, 
hd of tht Hor v Gel (q). And to one who well 
con into what à world of various difficulties, 
et and fins, his Infants are born; how - 
every age and path of life i is beſet with dangers and 
ares * and — ences, of awful Ar 
depen the manner i which they paſs the pre- 
ſent Aito=ath him that confiders this; . dh 
um ineſtimahle privilege to be permitted to 
gie them up, in this ſolemn manner, to the Sta- 
dor protection and conduct of heaven. 52 
Tue ſentiments of a religious parent, on weh an 
cKcaflon, _ be thus expreſſed. I acknow- 
edge, Amighty Gon, wich the greateſt thank, 
«© fyſnefs and vy. Kine abſolate tight in me, and 
| "i all that dine This h which thou haſt 
ny ven me, I receive as from thine hand. It is 
ine, for thou haſt formed it, and redeemed it 
«© by the blood of thine only begotten fon. To 
45 THEE therefore I now ſolemnly devote and give 
„ip to be guarded by thy providence 3/miniftred 
to by thine anxelr; influenced dy ty Sr n; 


2 e 22 7 the many dangers and 
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r into the it 3 
| abba kei is 


ar bleſſing and patronage of him, or theth, 

benediRion is preſcri umb. vi. 23, —The Lonb bleſs thee, 
and keep thee, Ee. It is added. Ia they fall PUT MY NAME 
upon the children of 29 and 1 will Heft them. 


Thus, whien che ſorm of ſolemn 7 


\ 


E _— to thine. everlaſting. kingdom and glory in the 


6. eras >; th £9616 vid of bench 
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3 of this preſent world, and to be pre ad. | 


6 For erer blefied be thy name, that a 7 
. man's offence, Juponent | came upon 7 
lhe” demnation 5 r. even /o by Ine range 
4% of one, tbe FrRER-GIFT comes, E 
tien Ile. That as the fatal a of the jr | 
„ Adams ſin extend to our Jufant-offpring, wy | 
2 ing them to pain, to miſery, and death; ſo- 

, ſalutary effects of the ſecond Apan's righteouſ- 
1 neſs extend alſo to — raiſing eee 
to happineſs, and! Mes! 73 ir 7%; 
render unfeigned thanks, that he bleGo =, 
$5 of redemption and of .the.cavenant of grare, .r 
deen That thou haſt COMMANDED that 
e little children be brought. into thy preſence, e 
thy ſolemm benediction, and, haſt dec 
4% 10 — fam and bingdem. Tage de l 
10 tiſmal xvater is appointed as a ſtanding, amen: 
4 of thy favour and gracious acceptance of them? 


e and that by this figure is repreſented, thy readi- 


1% .neſs 40, pour. down: thy, ſpirit, upon our ſped, and thy 
e Beling upon our off epring t).+--Lozml believe! 


I moſt. thepkjuly accept this liberty Which is 
% given me. I here bring my helplek. 5 


0 commending it to Gop, and the power | 
e gtacę. Oh take it into thy family, and into. the 
arms of thy love! Pour down thy 1 1 Bi 

oſen 


2 _ ity and write its mame in. the book of life 


{hit be Janftified from the zwomb : Confecrated a 
«ith vellel, fitted for thy ſervice! May thy Spinir 
<<. deſcend upon, and dwell continually in it, as a 
5 new, pringiple of life 3, gradually rectifying the 
. disorders of its nature; rooting out the ſeeds of 
a1 12 and folly which may Ee * its heart; 


e 1 ec —— 
PA” - 7 ; T * 5 : 
- — * * ob * 2! 7 ” by Ty® V1 
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i Thiah xlr. . dis 12 


en of Ehn W 65" 
** 0 « enlightening its underſtanding, ſtrengthening its 


15 „moral powers, purifying and controuling its ap- 
petites and paſſions; an forming it into a living . 


uy 5 and habitation of Goo 


uard and preſerve the life, which thou haſt 
graciouſ! ' beflowed ! 1. Conduct it through 

« the 2 gers +I childhood: and youth ! it, 
m7 if it be 4h will, to be a bleſſing to its friends; 
andi a burning and ſhining light, amidſt a dark 
. and corrupt world! As it grows in years, may 
1 it continually grow in grace, in wiſdom, and in 
virtue, and in favour with op and men! * — 


7 «4 fect heart: to bring it up in the fear and in was 
« nurture of the Lord: and fo faithfully to diſ- 
e charge my duty; in every reſpect towards it, that 

„may at laſt meet it with joy at thy kingdom 
and appearance, and with triumph then ay 

#  bebold me, and the child whith thou baſt given me” 
And as it is thus a ſolemn vow: A on 
our part: ſo it i: je 
{;, SECONDLY. A moſt. gracious. "onda and 
"promiſe on Gop's. It is a token of his covenant 3, 2 
memorial or fign that he graciouſly. accepts both the 

$5 * parent and his child, and that RR WIII 

| I. de Ger, By this rite he aſſures us, that as, 

12 the wiſdom of bis providence, he treats Infants 


as finners, through the tranſgreſſion of Adam ;. ſo, 


in the riches of his grace, he had opened a foun- 
tain for their eleanſing: will _zreat them as righteous 
through the obedience of Caz1sr © and will give 
them bis Sy181T to quicken, regenerate and. raiſe 


.them to life. Of this Sr iR the baptiſmal water 


i the appointed emblem or n; and by command- 
it to be poured on them he virtually ſais— 
4 Suffer ibe LITTLE CHILDREN te ch unte me, 
9 That, ſbem not ; for I H RR alſo 1 A 
| * 
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ſubſects of my moral kingdom, and as 2 part of 


4% chat church,” or choſen ſociety, pver whom Twil 

* exetciſe a peculiar providence and Care. 

And the child, which the pious parent has this 
«© devoted to me, 1 delivet back tc him a 9 7 


% Wich a ſolemn (hary 2 ONE he ever, hence : 
* ee roperty. Train irup 28 iris" 


«fervice. Teach 195 755 princlpk of Chriſtian 

«"knowle 1 mint Prey dai Done nd for | 
it. Set B ere it a good example: an watch 
« ver it as one who muſt ſhortly give account, to 


; ee "rhe of 2a od gd when he ſhalt 55 Pear. So only, 


4 mayeſt hope that it will be comfort m4 
4 « delight in t this Jer 3 and thy 7oy Pad everlaſt- 
«ing ite Aerts þ in the ot 65 
Tei are ſome af the prons fe ſentiments, whic the 
Bi Alm of an Thfant natürally fog efts. Canſ] 5 
a in this light, it a pears t9 be of great moral be- 
fit > a mo ratlona mY prope er ſe iee, © or act or | 


firm a Chriſtian's 1 115 $A, and hope in Gov, wich re. 
fs 1 giye 4 Qearer and 
extent i ew of the great fchetme of redemp- 
tion—to ren rents ore fairbfut, more diligent, 
and ”{#ious i he education if chr children; if 


A ot 4 are contipued: abd if they are taken 


m them, it affords the nobleſt fuppor and can. 


| 41 in lie dentb. 


roy " here 5 leave betet there is a vaſt 
ace us and temper of children, even 

Leven moſt 4arly 2 fal, every one ſees. Wha 
fuence the Div int SPIR1T bas in menen 

wind, eyen in its Infant tale; and mou 


into a alen for furure uſefulneſs and 155 — 
Fry. a certainly lay. Probably very great: 
It is faid; ute i. 1.5. was filled with the, 


* r frim 275 ther? 5 wand, The pro | 
Phet 


be rid It manifeſtly rr to e ze and to con 
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2 was called and formed from the womb, to 
peculiar meſſenger of heaven to inſtruct and 


b 


eremy it is 
thee: aud. before thou cameſt forth out of tht 


12 © wort, 1 ſantiified thee, and ordained thee a N | 
_ the nations. Jer. i. 5. . 
Ic then, a rational act of worſhip; for parents, | 
2 from the very dawn and firſt beginnings of life, to 
G's devote their children to Gop, enn 


jofluences of his Jprrir. And it is a very merciful 


and wiſe appointment, lg. if Gon has inſtitu- 

_ ted any rie, or facrament of religion, in which be- 
 heving parents are commanded thus to dedicate their 
| Infants to him ; and in which he gives them a - 
lemn token that he will pour his ſpirit and bleſſing 
on them. This is done in Baptiſm, The - water - 


poured, on them, being an apt and proper emblem 


of his readineſs to hear the prayers of the pious. 
parent, and to give bis ſpirit to the child—to pre- 
5 nde over, and aſſiſt, it's intellectual and moral 


ers to form it to a love of virtue and to fit 


7 | and re-diſpoſe it for uſefulneſs in future life (s). 


pon the whole then we conclude—that it be- 


ing an undoubted Privitsce of the Chriſtian . 


di Vet add, ag it was of both the Abrabamic and 


Ges of . 9 5 W 1 _ (t) ſhould 
l be 


222 Mr. r pe ee acknowledges E 
2 into Chri, and unite 
im by n id. Examen. 4. 10. Suppoſe, ſais 


one, pong were a Maſter, who had the ſecret of pre · di the 


brain in order to future einne or 


power of future knowledge ; would it not be a vety 


and deſireable thing to put Infants under his management; and 
| — not thenceforward be counted ſcholars, or diſciples, | 
to 


ough not yet actually taught? 


+100 57 Infants of Believers, are not to. be oa only . 
their natura! ofipring ; but any Infants which are their . 


. 


a 


ople. Ja. xlix. 1, 2, 5. And of 
ud, before I formed thee in the belly 1 
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Additional Notes to the Baptiſm of In- 
4 fants, Ce. 


{ 


NTRODUC, lin. 16. from the end— Add, The Ib 


F nature itſelf ſeems plainly to have taught this. It was 
the cuſtom of the. Romans, on the ninth day from the child's 
birth (which was called the /zfrical, or the day of purification) 
for its friends and relations to bring it to the temple, and be- 
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fore the altars of the gods; to recommend it to the protection 


of ſome tutelar deity. Middleton's Life of Cicero. Vol. I. 


pag. 6. A ceremony of the ſame nature alſo was performed 


amongſt the Greeks. 


Under Argument IV. pag. 29. read the note (z) at the bottom, 


thus, This ſentiment of an lf, HOL IN ESS, and of the pro- 


priety and duty of its being brought into the Church of GOD, 


and there ſolemnly devoted to him, was quite /criptura/ and ra- 


tional; as well as perfectly agreeable to the appointed cuſtoms 


and forms, and language of thoſe times. For, Luke ii. 22, 23. 


tis ſaid— They Brought the Infant Jzsus to the Temple, to 
PRESENT HIM TO THE LorD: A. it is written in the © © 


law; Every firſt- born male ſhall be noLy to the Lord. Hence 
it plainly follows. 1. That Irfants are capable of Holine/s : 
and that ſome were accounted holy (i. e. taken into a more 
peculiar relation to GOD) - whilſt others were not. And 


2. That our Lo xD himſelf, when an Infant, paſſed under a 


ſacred ceremony, of the ſame nature with our Infants when we 


bring. - 


APPENDIX. 


1 bring them to be ey tied... The Infant I Reus, like ears,” was 
| brought to the place eats, there /olemnly to be preſented, 

to the Loks. 

| 1. lin. 3. from the end. To Derying tht Sacrament of 

| pk. A, © foes, add, and arp > oy kingdoms of Hea- 

Ven to anyeoithout the redemption of J. 

lin. 1. Margin. For * Leg. de 


At the bottom of pag- 46. Subjoin this note. Trans, 
piphanius, Philaflrius, Auſtin, and Theodoret, it has been 
juſtly obſerved, each of them wrote Catalogues of the ſeveral 
Ned and Sorts 'of. Chriſtians they had ever heard of ; but none 
af them mention any that denied /»fant Baptiſm, except thoſe 


who denied a// * 


"a — 
* ” . 
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